
     Newspaper staff writers 
wish to compile stories of 
people and the voices behind 
all the 2,600 plus students at 
school. 
     Everyone has a story to 
share, something unique that 
makes them stand out, and 
the writers wanted to provide 
a place to showcase all these 
stories.  So many people on 
campus have stories to tell. 
We hope you 
enjoy the 2023 edition of 
Faces of Alvin High, filled with 
personality profiles.

The Faces 

 Personalities Project
Faces of AHS



    Nerves run rampant 
and notes flutter off and 
on as student musicians 
warm up their chops 
in preparation for an 
evening of giving back to 
the community.
    Carols for Change is 
a woodwind ensemble 
started by previous band 
members who perform 
Christmas carols around 
Alvin during the holiday 
season to spread cheer 
as well as give back to 
the community. 
    “I was approached 
by one of our previous 
drum majors and asked 
if I would be interested 
in heading up the group 
once she graduated. Be-
cause I enjoyed partici-
pating with this ensem-
ble the past two years, I 
was more than excited 
to carry on the new tra-
dition. I then enlisted 
the help of a fellow band 
member, Logan Pierce, 
to help with the respon-
sibilities,“ junior Ayden 
Geissen said.  
    Last year, head drum 
major Kali Lewis led the 
charge for the group 
but when she graduated 
it was time to pass the 
torch. 
    “We have performed 
at places like First Pres-
byterian Church of Alvin, 
Gordon Street Tavern 
and Walmart with the 
National Honor Society 
for the Salvation Army 
and still plan on perform-
ing at Grace Pizza and 
Shakes, Stantons, and 
Alvin Memorial Gardens, 
as well as Bands annual 

Winter concert” Geissen 
said. 
    When Lewis ap-
proached Geissen she 
was given everything 
she needed to continue 
this group without her 
so in another year when 
she too graduates, she 
wants to be able to do 
the same.
    “It is our hope that 
we can provide all of the 
resources to the young-
er members that we 
received when we took 
charge in order for them 
to carry on the tradition. 
Even when we graduate, 
we are willing to help 
the younger members 
with whatever they 
need in order to keep 
the tradition going. We 
hope that the younger 
members see how our 
acts of service can help 
the community,” Geis-
sen said.
    Carols for Change was 
started in order to make 
a difference in the com-
munity by raising money 
so knowing it is helping 
families and charities 
makes Geissen feel really 
good about the contribu-
tions being made, and 
the time being given.
    “Carols for Change 
makes me feel good in-
side because I know our 
group is bringing others 
joy during the holiday 
season,” Geissen said.
    Most school groups 
and activities are school 
sanctioned and usually 
have assistance from 
teachers but this group 
is completely student 

led which comes with its 
own challenges.
    “Being student led, 
there are a lot of re-
sponsibilities we have 
to take care of on our 
own such as locations 
to rehearse, locations to 
perform, reaching out to 
businesses asking if they 
would be willing to have 
us perform and more. I 
do enjoy it being student 
led because it allows 
us to have the ability 
to choose everything, 
like where we want to 
perform. It also gives us 
a small glimpse of what 
putting together an 
ensemble really entails.” 
Geissen said.  
    Based on what was 
done in previous years 
to determine where the 
group would travel this 
year, most businesses 
know the group well 
enough and didn’t hesi-
tate to invite them to 
play for a good cause.
    “Back in September, 
Logan and I went to 
several local businesses 
and explained what our 
group played for and we 
asked if they would be 
willing to have us per-
form for them. All of the 
businesses were more 
than willing to have us 
come out and play for 
them. I definitely hope 
that we can continue 
performing and bring-
ing holiday cheer to our 
community,” Geissen 
said. 
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Inspirations
 Sketches of Personality

 She does her best 
work curled up on her 
bedroom floor, sitting 
beneath her aquarium 
of toads, thousands of 
art supplies surrounding 
her. Thoughts running 
through her head, her 
imagination comes to 
life. 
    Senior Mia Castillo 
spends her time creat-
ing many types of art 
such as photography, 
pottery, and mixed me-
dia which includes tex-
tiles, paint, pencil,and 
charcoal.
    “What inspires me 
to make art is really 
everything, my perspec-
tive, people around me, 
shows I watch, music 
I listen to and even 
nature. Sometimes I 
brainstorm about the 
vision but in all honesty 
I just go for it, whatever 
flows, goes,“ Castillo 
said.
    She wanted her art to 
be seen, so she started 
selling some pieces. She 
entered a piece to the 
Contemporary Arts Mu-
seum in Houston, which 
she thought would be 
a great opportunity if it 
got accepted.  
    “I’ve sold only a few 
original pieces, my fa-
vorite one was this little 
square painting. It was a 
little man I drew with a 
bunch of words around 
it and then I stuck some 
metal pieces to look like 
piercings. It was a cool 
feeling knowing some-
body wanted that,” said 
Castillo. 

    “One of my most 
recent pieces that I 
produced consisted 
of me smearing an 
amniotic-like fluid on my 
best friend in order to 
simulate childbirth. My 
inspiration for the pho-
toshoot was the idea of 
a “personal rebirth” and 
how that plays a part in 
all of our lives and how 
it changes the course 
of events in someone’s 
future,”  she said.
    Castillo likes to 
separate passion from 
pursuit, so she believes 
art is just a passion of 
hers. 
    “From as early as I can 
remember, I would be 
in art shows throughout 

elementary  
school but pursuing this 
as a career is not some-
thing I’d want to do,” 
she said.
    She believes people 
enjoy her art, because 
people ask her about 
it. She offers booking 
for portraits, birthday 
shoots, senior photos, 
car/truck promos basi-
cally anything. 
    “My favorite piece is 
probably a picture I took 
in downtown Houston. 
It was an architecture 
project for my AP 2D 
Design class. It’s of the 
buildings and it was 
on the display place,” 
Castillo said.

Paola Renteria 
Staff Writer

Playing For Change

Ayden Geissen, Logan Pierce, and other members of Carols for Change play an 
assortment of Christmas tunes for Gordon Street Tavern customers.
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Allie Najacht
Co-Editor



ENTREPRENEUR

    Time, dedication, love, 
and patience are the 
main ingredients needed 
in the kitchen. Measur-
ing and ingredients take 
over. She’s exhausted, 
but her determination 
to make people happy is 
her motivation. 
    Ding! It’s done, perfec-
tion is what she needs, 
the details are challeng-
ing but this is it, time to 
enjoy.
    Marielena Smith (Mad-
di), a talented 17-year-old 
baker has been deter-
mined to carry out her 
dream of having her 
own business one day 
has been giving baked 
goods to her classmates 
and has used her talent 
to demonstrate her love 
for baking. Baking has 
been her way of express-
ing how she feels as she 
enjoys seeing people’s 
reactions to things she 
has solemnly worked 
hard on, she said.
    “I mean It’s not like if 
I feel mad I’m going to 
make an ugly cake but in 
a way, if I had a bizarre 
idea let me just try it and 
be creative,”  Smith said.

    Smith’s inspiration for 
baking had began when 
she was young and 
would help her grandma 
in the kitchen. She fully 
discovered her love for 
baking about a year ago 
With some inspiration 
from an old Etsy busi-
ness, she soon started 
giving out her baked 
goods to some of her 
friends for fun and soon 
others had started to ask 
her if she sold what she 
baked. Smith realized 
her love for baking and 
even began pursuing 
baking as a future career 
because she realized she 
could succeed in real life 
and continue to make 
progress with it. 
    “What inspired me 
to start selling is when 
people at school started 
asking me if I sell the 
things I realized no I 
don’t and I can so then 
I started doing that and 
that made me realize 
my love for baking and 
me wanting to do it as a 
career, because if I could 
do it now in highschool, 
then I can succeed doing 
it in real life,” Smith said.

    Smith has been steadi-
ly progressing compared 
from then to now. She 
has been posting her 
baking journey on her 
Instagram, she has been 
able to look back at it 
and see how much she’s 
improved ever since she 
started baking. At the 
beginning of her baking 
career, she had been 
making everything out 
of a box and now she 
can make her creations 
more homemade. This 
has made her able to 
expand what she can 
make and be able to 
bake more things such 
as macaroons and home-
made donuts.
    “Now I’m making 
everything homemade 
and expanding what I 
can bake like before I 
could make cupcakes, 
cakes, and cookies, and 
now I make many more 
options,” Smith said. 
    Smith is currently en-
rolled in culinary classes 
as she is pursuing her 
love for baking. 

    She lays down and 
spreads out all of her 
markers, pens, pencils, 
and charcoal across her 
bed. She turns up her mu-
sic and is ready to begin.
     Freshman Kaitlyn Mar-
tinez is an ambitious art-
ist who has been creating 
anime-inspired art for 
years but only recently 
began selling custom art 
and commissions. She 
began selling her art for 
money with no expecta-
tions of enjoying it, but it 
rapidly developed into a 
passion and a medium to 
express herself.
    “I’ve been wanting 
to do commissions for 
a while because I enjoy 
drawing and figured it’d 
be nice if I could make a 
profit off of something I 
enjoy. I’m mainly pas-

sionate about commis-
sions for this reason and 
because I’m saving up 
money for my future,” 
Martinez said.
    She started selling com-
missions to broaden her 
art style and make money 
but fell in love with the 
idea of creating for oth-
ers while saving and prac-
ticing for her future. She 
is practicing different art 
styles so she can get her 
Abode certificate easier; 
this will help her with cre-
ating professional digital 
art when she is older.
    “Art is an escape from 
the world for me be-
cause I use it as a way 
to collect myself and 
convey my emotions in 
creative ways. Whenever 
I’m drawing, I often find 
myself lost in the artwork 

and tune out my sur-
roundings. While that can 
seem like a bad thing, for 
me, I find it therapeutic.”
    Art is a distraction 
for her; she can let her 
thoughts flood the paper 
and still make money 
while being herself. This 
is one of the best jobs 
she could have asked for. 
    “Art is a part of my life 
because I use it as a way 
to express myself emo-
tionally. Anytime I have 
something bottled up in 
me, I use art as a release. 
Art will continue to be 
part of my life because 
I’ll continue to use it as 
a means of self-expres-
sion,” she said.
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Smith Bakes The Way
Junior Creates Sweet Morsels

Getting Lost In Artwork
Miriam LaraHernandez
Staff Writer

Elliott Jannise
Staff Writer

Courtesy photos

Sweet fun 
Junior Maddi Smith loves to 
bake and cook and brings 
her passion to school. She 
is often found serving her 
friends her goodies. She 
says she enjoys to share her 
hobby with friends because it 
makes her happy. 

Photos by: Elliot 
Jannise

Creative Therapy
Freshman Kaitlyn 
Martinez uses draw-
ing as a means of 
creativity, but also 
as an avenue to 
express feelings and 
deal with positive 
and negative emo-
tions. She finds art 
to be very therapu-
tic, she said. 



Teachers
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    She sits at her desk, 
typing and talking. She 
resides in the LK Building 
in room 142, where shes 
neighbors with Heather 
Benbrook. 
    Jamie Powell works 
with Communities In 
Schools as a Crisis Inter-
vention Specialist. 
    She works with stu-
dents and their families in 
Alvin ISD to give support-
ive guidance for mental 
health, trauma and/or vic-
timization. She has vari-
ous campuses she works 
at each week with Alvin 
High school as her main 
campus and She works at 
there on Monday’s and 
Friday’s. 
     Helping students is 
about working together 
to look for solutions to 
make life flow more eas-
ily. Sometimes this takes 
a while for a student to 
discover and it could be 
a tiny portion that might 
flip the switch and bring 
some hope or it might be 
changing thoughts and 
patterns which is a lot 
of work for them. Being 

able to walk alongside 
them in their process is 
an honor for her.
   “I’ve worked in the 
schools for a long time 
doing supportive guid-
ance in various forms,” 
Communities in School 
Teacher Jamie Powell 
said. 
     She left for a while and 
worked in an adult psy-
chiatric clinic and when 
she heard about the crisis 
intervention special-
ist job, she thought it 
sounded wonderful to 
get back into the schools 
and work with kids with 
mental health.
   In her spare time, she 
spends her days with 
family time with her 
teenagers and her dad 
lives nearby so they see 
him a lot. 
     “I have about six cats 
right now! A stray mama 
cat and her 5 kittens so 
that’s fun. I like to be 
outside and I try to go for 
walks for self care. I just 
finished school so spare 
time is new,” Powell said. 
   Probably the most 

rewarding thing is watch-
ing a student discover 
something that helps 
themselves . She can 
show them coping skills 
and she can be support-
ive and guide them to 
discover certain things, 
but it’s honestly the part 
where they’re empower-
ing themselves that is so 
amazing to see. It’s like 
it clicks and they know 
it and that’s a beautiful 
thing she said.
    She said she believes 
the hard part of all of 
their jobs in the schools 
is that they can only par-
tially be a part of some-
thing with a student. 
   “There’s many times all 
of us want to do more 
and we want to help 
100% of the time 24/7 and 
it’s difficult to step back 
and realize we may not 
be able to find all the 
resources and and do 
everything that we would 
like to for a student- but 
we’re gonna try,” Powell 
said.

     
    

     An English teacher 
is made from hard 
literary education and 
a desire to teach the 
most important skill 
that separates man 
from animal. It takes 
more than a temporary 
education that prevents 
our curiosity.
    Carolyn Kimble is an 
English teacher at Alvin 
high school, who spent 
the  first 12 years of her 
life as a member of the 
Mennonite community 
in Kansas because her 
father was Amish and 
her mother was a Men-
nonite. This way of life 
challenged Kimble’s 
desire to know more. At 
a young age, she chose 
to no longer follow the 
standards. She chose to 
go against the Menno-
nite control. 
    “I left the safety net. 
I left behind the feeling 
of safety the mennonite 
community gave me. I 
gave that up because 
I’m a thinker and a 
reader, that’s the life I 
wanted, I wanted a bet-
ter life, ” Kimble said. 
    The world is what you 

make it, if it doesn’t fit 
you make alterations. 
Kimble chose to make a 
change.
  “Different people and 
different cultures make 
the world interesting. 
We shouldn’t all take a 
traditional route,”said 
Kimble. 
    She attended public 
school because her 
parents wanted to save 
a bit of money instead 
of paying for the tuition 
to attend the parochial 
school. This gave her a 
shot to learn things she 
wanted. She said that 
she hated that she had 
to make fictional stories 
that she never had, like 
putting up Christmas 
trees. Something her 
parents would never 
do, but something 
she wanted to do. She 
enjoyed public school 
because she got to 
learn things she never 
knew about.
    “By second grade, I 
knew I wanted to leave, 
so I spent the next 10 
years planning how I 
was going to leave. I 
rebelled every chance I 

had.”
     Kimble pushed the 
boundaries so much, in 
fact, that her father felt 
he had to pull her out of 
public school because 
of community pressure. 
   “The school and com-
munity were so restrict-
ed you wouldn’t think 
much for yourself, you 
couldn’t read or learn 
what you wanted and I 
loved those aspects of 
learning and they were 
taking them from me.”
    She couldn’t fathom 
having to stop learning. 
So Kimble told the bus 
driver that he would 
wait for her because she 
will attend high school. 
After a much altered 
highschool experience 
she attended a college.     
    Her college experi-
ence wasn’t something 
she would wish to live 
again, but to her ,“It 
was worth it because 
I’m glad my children 
didn’t have to be raised 
where they had to fight 
for an education,” she 
said.

Joshua San Javier
Staff Writer

Changing The Narrative

 A Family Affair

Katelyn Moore
Staff Writer

Powell Empowering Students

    He picks up his ba-
ton and steps onto the 
stage. He arrives at the 
center and picks up his 
hands, ready to signal 
a very anxious band 
that he is ready to 
unleash their sounds 
to the crowd in front of 
them. One more deep 
breath and his hands 
begin to conduct and 
he once again realizes 
why he fell in love with 
his work. 
   David Burnett is in 
his twenty fourth year 
of teaching the musi-
cal art of band and 
his thirty seventh year 
of being a musician. 
He and his daughter 
Aliyah Burnett moved 
to the school during 
the summer in order to 

begin their journey at 
Alvin High School.
    “I’ve been in music 
since I was ten years 
old, so I’ve been in 
music for close to forty 
years now. This is my 
year 24 teaching, and 
so I’ve done it for a 
long time. It’s part of 
my life, it’s everything 
to me. 
    As his high school 
career went on his in-
terest in band peaked 
as more people he 
knew began to join the 
school band. 
    “My sister was in 
music and she was in 
band and my friend got 
into band too so I said, 
‘okay, I guess I’ll get in 
band. I had no inter-
est at all, like really not 

much at all.’”
    His children have fol-
lowed in his footsteps 
as his son is currently 
attending University 
of Houston and his 
youngest daughter Li-
yah Burnett is involved 
in percussion here at 
the school. 
   “Music has always 
helped me to not only 
express my thoughts 
and feelings, but also 
gave me a way to con-
nect with my dad and 
the rest of my family. 
Growing up in a band 
hall surrounded by my 
older siblings gave me 
the motivation to make 
my family proud just 
like they did. “

Allie Najacht
Co-Editor

Photo by Katelyn Moore

A Light For Students
Crisis Intervention Special-
ist Jamie Powell is all about 
helping students at AHS, to 
support and advocate for 
their mental, physical and 
emotional health. 

How A Teacher Chose Her Own Path

Courtesy Photos
Making Her Own Way
English teacher Carolyn 
Kimble shares her journey of 
growing up in a Mennonite 
community and then choos-
ing to pursue her path to
 education by leaving her 
community. 
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   When a student’s child-
hood dreams come true, 
it is an exciting feeling. 
For senior Easton Win-
field, he is seeing the re-
sults of his years of hard-
work and dedication to 
his sport is paying off for 
him.  It takes hard work, 
dedication, and patience 
to play baseball, and Yel-
lowjacket third basemen 
is reaping the benefits as 
he committed to Univer-
sity of Louisiana Monroe, 
a Division one school.   
   Growing up, he played 
baseball, football, bas-
ketball and tennis. When 
he got older, he chose to 
play baseball exclusively 
to build his skill, but then 
decided to stick with 
baseball.
   “I chose this sport 
because I’m good at it, 
and it’s fun. Also, I was 
getting a lot of college 
looks.”
   He believes this sport 
never gets old or tire-
some. Playing baseball 
has taught him “disci-
pline is key, and players 
can’t get frustrated 
easily.”
   “Learing baseball is 
a long process, so be 
patient and let the hard 

work just pay off,” he 
said. 
   His main accomplish-
ment was getting D1 
offers because it was 
always his dream when 
he was younger, so his 
dreams had come to a 
reality. 
   “Growing up, I watched 
my aunt play softball 
at Duke university and 
always had a bat since 
then,” he said.
   Winfield had some 
offers from colleges like 
Texas State, Sam Hous-
ton, Manifest, University 
of Louisiana, also Texas 
was talking to him and 
was going to offer him 
soon but had committed 
already. His main goal 
for baseball is to plan on 
proving himself to play 
at the next level and just 
be set financially. 
   Learning to balance 
school work and grades 
with baseball prac-
tices and games was 
an important key to his 
success. 
   “I managed both my 
academics and sports  
with the help of these 
amazing teachers here 
from Alvin. They always 
help me out, and I just 

find time to make both 
work,” Winfield said.
   According to Winfield, 
baseball is a tough sport 
and managing both ex-
tracurriculars and focus-
ing on your academics 
is a challenge many high 
school students strive to 
overcome.
   “My experience with 
baseball has been rough, 
and if people say it’s 
easy, then they are lying.    
There are days when you 
question if that’s the 
right choice,” he said.
   Also, in order to plan 
the best he possibly can 
for his future, he has a 
plan B.  
    “If baseball doesn’t 
work out in the future, 
then  I plan to go to 
college and major in Ki-
nesiology and become a 
strength and conditioner 
for hopefully a college 
or a pro team. I do see 
baseball as a career for 
me in the future, and I 
had some MLB scouts at 
some of my games that 
showed some interest. 
So I’m hoping that I go 
to college for about 
three years and then get 
drafted,” Winfield said. 

Winfield headed to University of Louisiana
Gabriel Nieto
Staff Writer

    Adding to the atmo-
sphere of the up and 
coming summer, life 
guards are always ready 
to go back to work. They 
are there to serve and 
save, watching the water 
diligently to make sure 
anyone and everyone is 
safe. 
    These lifeguards are 
trained to move quickly 
but not just anyone can 
do the job. Lucky, we 
don’t have just anyone.
    A local and experi-
enced lifeguard, Joaquin 
Ramirez has been a 
lifeguard for almost three 
years now. He started as 
a lifeguard aid at fifteen 
then moved up when he 
turned sixteen, becom-
ing a certified lifeguard. 
In his time as an aide,  he 
encountered many dif-
ferent scenarios and met 
many people. 
    The job of an aide is 
teaching children or all 
around being a right 
hand person for the 

guard on duty or in the 
water for the lesson.
    Being a right hand 
also means the guard 
helps out with lessons 
and classes. There are 
different levels to swim 
lessons starting with 
first then going to fifth. 
First being a beginner 
then level five being the 
hardest. 
    A scary encounter that 
Ramirez has encountered 
on the job for being a 
lifeguard is an incident 
of someone drowning. 
Ramirez faced this situa-
tion already. 
    “Looking left to right, 
I look over and see these 
kids pointing, and I check 
to where they’re pointing 
and I see a kid floating 
facedown in the water, ” 
Ramirez said.
    However scary the 
situation was, Ramirez’s 
training kicked in and he 
went into full on lifesav-
ing mode.
    “It was pure adrena-

line. I jumped in and 
that’s when my fight or 
flight mode kicked in. 
Swimming over to this 
kid I could see his father 
mortified on the side of 
the pool,”Ramirez said. 
    Ramirez has been 
trained on how to react 
and help when a child is 
potentially drowning and 
has been in such situa-
tions when his skills were 
needed. 
    “Without hesitation, I 
grabbed this kid, flipped 
him over and placed 
him on my tube and 
brought him to the side 
of the pool, lifted him 
over and he started to 
cough, which was a very 
good sign showing his air 
ways weren’t blocked,” 
Ramirez said.
    Ramirez continues 
to guard, and hopes he 
never has to save anyone 
else, but if needed he will 
be ready. Having the job 
of a lifeguard is an easy 
job most of the time, he 

says say, until those mo-
ments get hard and it’s 
down to having some-
one’s life on the line..
    Ramirez and many oth-
er lifeguards all around 
the country continue to 
look out for people and 
have the pressure of sav-
ing a life every time they 
walk on stand.
    It is important to 
remember water safety 
tips, especially when 
children are involved.

Safety Tips

Never Swim Alone. 

Supervise Children.

Don’t Play Breath-
Holding Games.

Always Wear a Life 
Vest

Enter the Water 
Feet First

Stay Away From Pool 

  More Than Just A Regular Summer Job
Joshua Lopez 
Staff Writer

Courtesy photos

High Goals 
Senior Easton Winfield is 
headed to play for Univer-
sity of Louisiana at Monroe 
to continue his baseball 
career. Winfield has been 
on the baseball path since 
childhood.

Photo by Joshua Lopez

Many teens take on summer jobs lifeguarding at pools. 
While these jobs are rewarding and fun, they are also 
important, as often times, lifeguards save lives of children 
at the pool. 

Quick Acting Lifeguard Saves Life

Senior Following His Field of Dreams
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    When going to the box, 
she checks her stance to 
make certain her legs are 
shoulder length apart. 
Not to wide of a stance 
but pretty open,then 
she puts the club out in 
front of her and she                                                                                                                                              
makes sure her pinky, 
her index finger are 
interlocked when she 
swings and with the club. 
Before she takes a swing 
she takes a deep breath, 
and she looks at the ball, 
swings back, she doesnt 
take her eyes off the ball 
until she sees it fly.
    Senior Janneth Saenz 
has been playing golf 
since she was a freshman. 
She said she decided to 
play golf because her 
sister did it when she was 
in highschool. And she 
said it was fun and easy, 
“and just try it out if not 
then you don’t have to 
be in it,” Saenz said. Five 
years later, she still enjoys 
playing and perfecting 
her game. 
    “Golf has really taught 
me how to stay in my 
own head and just focus 
on the task in hand even 
if you get distracted, 
you just have to keep 
your eye on the ball and 
breathe,” Saenz said. 
   She usually goes out 
to the driving range and 
practices on her swing 
before every tournament. 
She occasionally plays 
outside of school. Jan-
neth has also met lifelong 
friends through golf that 
she’s very thankful for.
    “I do feel like I have 
some talent. Being a 

female golfer means 
you are a very articulate 
and focused person who 
knows how to problem 
solve efficiently,” Saenz 
said.
    Janneth does get 
somewhat nervous 
before tournaments but 
once she gets playing and 
warmed up she feels way 
more confident. 
    “Controlling is the hard-
est part. Once you learn 
how to do it all set,” she 
said.
 She has never been seri-
ously injured when play-
ing golf. Janneth said that 
a common misconception 
is that anyone can play 
golf because it’s an easy 
sport.
    “Golf  is actually very 
hard,” she said. “You 
could hit the ball really 
hard, but the difficult part 
is controlling it and get-
ting the ball to go where 
you want it to go, how far 
you want it to go, how 
fast, and if you want it to 
stop on the green or not. 
It is easy to overshoot.  If 
you hit it too hard, then it 
goes past the hole , and if 
you don’t hit hard enough 
then it doesn’t go in the 
hole.”  
    Janneth treasures her 
time playing golf. She 
says she gets to play 
often with her dad and 
has had great memories 
during her time on the 
team.
    “Coach Buechele is the 
best and has taught me 
so much about golf and 
just life in general,” she 
said. 

Just A Girl Who Loves The Green

Above Par

Members of girls 
varsity golf, Ava Par-
rish, Kinzi Middleton, 
Kendyl Nordenstrom, Ali 
Montemayor,pose with 
Saenz at a golf tourna-
ment. Together, the girls 
team strives to encour-
age the growth of the 
sport at AHS. 
“I love golf and I am so 
glad I was on the team 
during my time in high 
school. This is really a 
great sport and I have 
built fantastic friend-
ships.”

Deadline is February 1,2023

Kaitlyn Sibrian
Staff Writer
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Dramatic Return

    She pushed open the 
doors to her alma-mater 
and took a deep breath. Ex-
citement and nervousness 
pulsing through her veins 
as she was about to begin 
a new journey in life. This 
journey happening right 
where her love for dance 
began. 
    Abigail Winkenwerder, 
Jacketeers Assistant Direc-
tor, returned to her alma-
mater after the position 
opened up.  Having been 
on the team herself for four 
years, an officer for three, 
and a colonel for two, 
Winkenwerder has a lot of 
experience with Jacketeers. 
She was also on the col-
legiate dance team at MCC. 
She uses skills she learned 
when coaching the team, 
and uses them to guide her 
through this new experi-
ence. There are differences 
between the two, however.
    “I definitely use a lot of 
the leadership skills I gained 
as an officer to lead the 
team currently,” Winken-
werder said. “There are a 
few things that are still very 
similar to when I was on the 
team so it makes me feel 

more confident in what I 
am doing in that aspect.
    Now, after 7 years, 
“Wink”, as her dancers call 
her, has a goal to make the 
dance experience as best as 
she can for her students on 
the team. She has brought 
a new energy and really 
connects with all the girls. 
She tries to make work as 
fun as she can. 
    “My favorite part of 
being a Jacketeer direc-
tor is helping these young 
dancers go through a pro-
gram that I went through 
knowing how big of an 
impact it will have on them 
for the rest of their lives,” 
Winkenwerder said. “I also 
love seeing them get so 
excited over a trick/difficult 
section in their dance they 
have been working so hard 
on or how proud they are 
after having a great perfor-
mance.” 
    It’s not always just danc-
ing, the teachers also have 
work and loads of respon-
sibilities. Planning dances 
and trying to find the right 
costume to bring the dance 
to the next level. Every-
thing is planned from the 

music to the rhinestones on 
the Jacketeers costumes. 
Winkenwerder said the 
community has grown since 
she was last here, but many 
things are the same. 
    “There are a lot of behind 
the scenes things that hap-
pen that you don’t realize 
until you are on the coach-
ing side,” Winkenwerder 
said. “Being a director of 
the Jacketeers isn’t just 
about the dance/chore-
ography, there is a lot of 
paperwork, phone calls and 
emails that also goes into 
the program.”
    “It does have a little bit of 
nostalgia to it as well but it 
feels like home,” Winkenw-
erder said.
    Teaching at the school 
where she grew up really 
helped make the transition 
more enjoyable as well as 
being able to work with her 
former coach.
    “I look forward to going 
to practice every day to 
work with Wink. She makes 
practice so fun for us. Wink 
brings really good energy 
to this team,” sophomore 
Isabella Guerrero said.

    

    He spends his days 
pushing students to 
be the best versions 
of themselves. In 
fact, not only does he 
expect great work, 
but he is willing to put 
in the same effort and 
energy that he ex-
pects of his students.
    Not entirely new to 
AHS is theater instruc-
tor John Grimmett. He 
is an Alvin High Alumni 
and was taught by 
lead theater teacher, 
Laurie Wilson. Grim-
mett is deeply com-
mitted and invested 
in AHS theater culture 
because this is where 
he began his career 
years ago.
    ‘‘That’s why I came 
back to Alvin, I grew 
up here and even 
though I had a good 
job in Pearland, I had 
to move on and come 
back home,” Grim-
mett said. 
     He plans to “usher 
Alvin high school to 
the next level” with 
his plans to grow the 

theater company 
with increasing the 
numbers of students 
he brings to state 
(UIL) and Texas 
state Thespians. He 
sadly couldn’t attend 
this year’s Thespian 
competition because 
he got sick but he was 
“quickly alerted once 
the scores came out,“ 
Grimmett said. 
    Since Grimmett has 
been here, he has di-
rected And Then There 
Were None and has 
started making Into 
The Woods, a magical 
experience, bringing 
the set to life.      
    Grimmett stated 
his favorite show is al-
ways the current show 
he is working on.
   With four teaching 
certifications, he fell 
in love with teaching 
theater. He has his 
classroom decorated 
with loads of play bills, 
musical CDs, posters, 
and even pictures 
of him and his past 
students. He has 
influenced so many 
kids and has already 

started making a dif-
ference in the school. 
   “He’s very good 
at what he does.He 
has inspired me to 
get more involved as 
much as I can, and 
he gives good feed-
back about work,” 
sophomore Penelope 
Perkins said.
    He has been teach-
ing for a long time, 
and he still has the 
same spark and it 
shows everytime he 
talks to his students. 
Not only does he have 
a love and respect for 
the students, but he 
has the same passion 
for theater.  
   “This building is a 
state-of-the-art facil-
ity. I enjoy working 
with the choir and I 
enjoy working with the 
students,” Grimmett 
said. “Mrs. Wilson 
has been building this 
theater company for 
28 years and I am glad 
to be a part of it.”

Leaping Her Way Back To Where It All Began

Photos by Tatum Peters

Back in Town
Theater teacher John 
Grimmett is excited to 
be back to AHS to serve 
students where he himself 
spent so much time in 
high school. In class, he 
is very hands on with 
students as they build sets 
and prepare for shows. 

Former Drama Student Back To Lead

Photo by: Natalie Horton
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I have thought about the day 
I’d finally meet you
For the first time.
Except it wouldn’t really be the first time,
Would it?
The truth is, I have met you,
Maybe not to touch,
But I can recite all the lyrics to
your favorite songs
And I know how you’ll react
Right before you do.
I know exactly how the hair falls
When you rest your head that way,
And I have seen the sides of you
That you wished to hide.
So how can that be the first time?
When your face reminds me
Of memories we share
Your face is a face I love
You are not  stranger.

I HAVE THOUGHT ABOUT THE DAY
Poem By Katelyn Moore The Unknown

Short Story Excerpt by: Allie Najacht

In Austria, there was a small 
town, one not often talked 
about. Surrounding the town 
was a forest full of the most 
beautiful trees and in those 
trees were birds that sang day 
and night. The tune haunting 
to those who did not know 
it. There were not many days 
when they were quiet. The 
people of the town lived for the 
music that rung through the 
forest. Each month there was a 
festival, with dancing, and sing-
ing, and the music echoed for 
miles. On days when the birds 
didn’t sing and the people were 
quiet too, music still resonated. 
No one quite knew where it 
came from. A few miles outside 
of town lived a father and his 
son. They did not dare par-
take in what they thought was 
nonsense called music. Even 

though to his fathers dismay he 
was curious about the towns 
goings on. The town seemed to 
be a happy place full of joyous 
people and joyous sounds. But 
the father knew the history that 
the town endured, he knew 
what lied beyond the trees 
and underneath the town. Just 
years before, the fathers wife 
had disappeared. All that was 
left was a letter, left on a rickety 
table that her son had built. No 
one ever noticed she had left 
town, no one but the father and 
son, who would spend every 
day after in despair. The father 
blamed the forest, he believed 
there was something wrong 
with it. Something bad, but the 
son always thought his father 
was foolish.


