Bluebonnet Book
Challenge
2021-2022

Recommended for entering

3rd Grade

*all 20 books are great but some are challenging to read.
Read 9 of your choice to complete the challenge.

Recommended for entering

4th Grade

*all 20 books are great - Read 12 of your choice to complete the challenge

Recommended for entering

5th Grade

*all 20 books are great - Read 16 of your choice to complete the challenge

Entering 6th Grade?
Read all 20 books to
complete the challenge!

Picture Books

Honeybees only live for a short time, but in that
time, they accomplish many wonderful tasks that
help the world. This is the story of one honeybee or
Apis Mellifera. It begins on a summer morning as the
new life squirms into existence and details her
growth and ever-changing jobs in the hive until she is
old enough to take flight. Once in the sky, she visits
30,000 flowers in her remaining time. The story’s
end is not the end, but instead completes the circle
that is the life cycle of the honeybee. This book is
beautifully illustrated by Caldecott Medalist Eric
Rohmann.
Interest Level: All Elementary
F&P Level: N

The true story of Mary Walker, the nation’s oldest
student. Mary Walker was born into slavery in 1848. At
age 15, she was freed and by age 20 was married and
had her first child. At 114, she was the last remaining
member of her family. At age 116, she learned to
read. Caldecott Honor winning illustrator, Oge Mora
partners with Rita Lorraine Hubbard to tell the story
of a woman whose long life spanned from the Civil
War to the Civil Rights Movement, and who - with
perseverance and dedication - prove that you are
never too old to learn.
Interest Level: All Elementary
F&P Level: P

The beautifully illustrated inspirational story of George
Washington Carver and his childhood secret garden.
Passion and determination bring Carver from a baby boy
born into slavery to a celebrated botanist, scientist, and
inventor. It all began in his secret garden.
Interest Level: All Elementary
F&P Level: M

As a young boy growing up in the Andes mountains in
Peru, Julio C. Tello loved to explore the caves near
his home where he would find ancient artifacts
including human skulls. His family nicknamed him
“Sharuko”, which means brave in the Quechua
language (a language of the Incan Empire). Due to
his sheer determination and perseverance Sharuko
grows up to prove that Peruvian culture is
indigenous to the area and was not introduced by
Spain, Mexico, or central America. This book is
written in a bilingual format.
Interest Level: All Elementary
F&P Level: R

Every year in Southern Africa, thousands of zebras
disappear from their grazing area along the Chobe
River. A few months later, the herd returns. Where
are they going every year? Beautiful photographs
depict how a team of scientists use technology to
solve this mystery. Sandra Markle digs deeper into
the science of migration and shows how these
scientists were able to figure out the mysterious trek
taken each year by these majestic zebras.
Interest Level: 3nd-6th
F&P Level: T

Early Chapter Books

Meet 9-year-old Iggy Frangi. He’s not a bad kid, he’s really
not. Okay, so he’s done a few (a few is anything up to 100)
bad things. And okay, he’s not very sorry about most of
them. People make a big deal about nothing. What’s a little
pancake here and there? Is that something to get mad about?
Iggy doesn’t think so. No one got hurt, so there’s no
problem. No one got hurt except for that one time, that one
time when the Best Idea Ever turned into the Worst Idea of
All Time.
Interest Level: 3rd-6th
F&P Level: P

A tiny island is home to Hedgehog and a stuffed dog
named Mutty. After a storm carries Mutty away,
Hedgehog must be brave and leave the island in search
of her best friend. As she follows the clues left behind,
she meets a multi-lingual Mole, a wordy Owl, an
irritable Beaver, a Hen, and her scatterbrained Chicks,
and Annika May Flores, a young girl who is new to the
neighborhood. With courage and determination, they
work together to find Mutty and discover something else
important along the way: each other. This story of
friendship will leave you wanting to read their next
adventure.
Interest Level: K-3rd
F&P Level: M

Graphic Novels

Olive is enthusiastic to start six grade with new experiences,
teachers and a field trip to the big city. Olive finds out that
a school policy prevents some of the students from going on
the field trip, she decides to do something about it. She
decides to run for student council however that means
running against two of her best friends - Trent and Sawyer.
As the campaign for student council becomes intense
through competition and emotions, can Olive make the big
change that she wants and keep her friendship with Trent
and Sawyer.? An exciting story about friendship, family and
discovering that one has the power to make a difference.

Interest Level: 3rd-6th
F&P Level: R

poetry

A laugh out loud book of poems about pandas, dragons, robot
uncles, aliens, mosquitoes and other various topics. This
book will have you laughing at inventive rhymes, strange
wordplay, and imaginative characters. In the tradition of
Jack Prelutsky and Shel Silverstein, this book of poems and
funny illustrations will entertain readers again and again.
Interest Level: 3rd-6th
F&P Level: S

Chapter books

Award-winning, best selling author Jewell Parker
Rhodes brings us the powerful and unforgettable story
of two brothers with very different experiences in their
predominantly white prep school. Donte, the darker
skinned brother, faces daily discrimination based on his
skin color while Trey, who is lighter skinned, is
accepted by both teachers and students effortlessly.
Suspenseful and inspiring, readers will root for Donte as
he finds his voice and struggles to turn his anger into
positive action.
Interest Level: 3rd-6th
F&P Level: T

On the one-year anniversary of a shooting that took her
mother’s life, Nora and her father are trying to regain
some level of normalcy by returning to the canyons for a
trek to celebrate Nora’s birthday. What was once a regular
family getaway is anything but peaceful or restorative. A
flash flood tears through the canyon, taking away Nora’s
supplies, and even more importantly, her father.
As if the last year had not been hard enough, Nora is now
stuck in the canyon and is completely dependent upon
herself for survival. Between the lack of food and water,
dangerous canyon wildlife and terrain, and Nora’s own
demons, she must look within herself to find strength and
courage to live again.

Interest Level: 5th-8th
F&P Level: S

Twelve-year-old Efrén’s world is turned upside down the day
his mother, Amá, is deported. Suddenly, he is the family’s
primary caregiver to his five-year-old twin siblings, Max and
Mia, as his father works day and night to support the family
and raise enough money to bring his wife back to the United
States. Efrén must juggle his schoolwork and his best friend’s
campaign for school president while dealing with his fears of
what may come next for his family. This debut novel is a
poignant, yet realistic tale of an immigrant family’s struggle
to reunite.
Interest Level: 3rd-6th
F&P Level: R

Young Lexington was saved by an elephant as a 5-year old
during a horrific storm and has an unusual connection to
Nyah ever since that night. Amazingly unharmed, but left
as an orphan, Lexington was raised in the zoo surrounded
by her foster father, Roger, her best friends, and most of
all, the elephants she loves. Lexington’s story is an
intriguing mix of mystery/adventure/fantasy that involves
a ghost, a talking wind, and a treasure that could be the
key to finding out the truth about who she is.

Interest Level: 3rd-6th
F&P Level: T

Rex Dexter wants nothing more in the world than to get a
puppy for his birthday. When his parents surprise him with a
box that has holes in it, he is delighted. That is until he
opens it and discovers a chicken. Unfortunately, Rex’s
chicken only lives a little over an hour before a steamroller
flattens it, Rex has been cursed by the Grim Reaper, and
deceased zoo animals are haunting Rex demanding answers.
Now Rex, along with his good friend Darvish, must solve the
mystery of the zoo animal killer. This hilarious story will
have readers laughing out loud while trying to figure out
“whodunnit”.
Interest Level: 3rd-6th
F&P Level: S

Lexi Magill is a 12-year-old teleport science wizard who
finds herself stuck in a new school no longer able to attend
her beloved science academy due to her dad’s recent job
loss. If she can win the prize money from the Wisconsin
Teleportation Tournament, an annual competition where
teams of students teleport around the world and solve
science-based puzzles, maybe she can re-enroll in the
academy and be reunited with her science friends.
Along the way, Lexi must decide how far she will go to win,
and exactly who her real friends are. For those who love
scavenger hunts and puzzle-solving, this interactive
adventure is a must read.
Interest Level: 3rd-6th
F&P Level: T

With eight frightening stories and sixteen hauntingly
beautiful illustrations, Scary Stories for Young Foxes will
not disappoint readers. Seven little foxes gather in the
dark of night by the campfire begging for scary stories.
The little foxes get just the thrills and chills they were
expecting and so will readers. Beautifully crafted prose
will delight readers as each story unfolds and brings us
closer to the chilling conclusion.
Interest Level: 3rd-6th
F&P Level: Q

In the midst of the Great Depression in 1933, three
siblings set out on the road to find whatever they can to
survive. Each town they reach, they are met with
hostility. Their car breaks down in Kansas and thanks to
the kindness of the land owner where they have set up
camp, they just might have a shot at finding basic
necessities to live. It’s not easy, however, as the rest
of the town is not as welcoming. When something goes
wrong, will the town turn against them or help them
avert a tragedy? This is a heartwarming historical novel
with likeable characters you will be rooting for the
whole time.
Interest Level: 3rd-6th
F&P Level: Q

Tristan’s friend Eddie has died. All this 7th grader has left
is Eddie’s journal, full of his Nana’s tales of Black
American and African folklore. Then one night, Gum Baby
steals the journal and Tristan finds himself tumbling from
this world to the monster-filled MidPass. He and his new
allies – John Henry and Brer Rabbit – must entice the god
Anansi to come out of hiding and seal the hole between
the worlds so Tristan can get home.
Interest Level: 3rd-6th
F&P Level: U

Meet fourth grader, Ryan Hart. She (yes, Ryan is a girl
name, too) is full of life, spunk and wonderment. Her
father recently lost his job, the family moved to a
new/old house, her brother can be a pest, and Ryan is
navigating life and friendships. Though she faces a
series of challenges, Ryan has learned ways to make
sunshine out of her situations.
With a series of short stories and a few illustrations
sprinkled in, Ryan’s life begins to open up in what is the
first in a series of books.
Interest Level: 3rd-6th
F&P Level: R

June, 1893. Audra’s small but fiercely independent country
of Lithuania, has been occupied by Russian Cossacks who
demand that all become Russian. When Cossacks raid her
family’s farm, Audra’s parents send her away with a
mysterious package and instructions for delivery. As the
Cossacks systematically wipe out the Lithuanian culture by
banning their religion, books, and language, an
underground network of book smugglers put their lives on
the line to preserve their Lithuanian culture. Soon Audra is
caught up in this growing resistance movement and will risk
her life in order to reunite with her parents and help save
the country she loves.
Interest Level: 3rd-6th
F&P Level: V

