Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question.
Then fill in the answer on your answer document.

My What Is Showing?
by Helen Kampion

1

2

“See ya,” grinned my brother Joey, as we hopped off the school
bus. “Oh, by the way, Jen, your epidermis is showing.”
“My what?” I asked.

3

“Your epidermis,” Joey leaned closer and whispered. “Everyone
can see it.”

4

“Oh.” I ran up the school steps, down the hall, and into the
Girls’ Room. My best friend, Megan, came running after me.

5

“Jen, what’s wrong?” Megan asked.

6

“Is my epidermis showing?” I asked.

7

“I don’t know,” Megan replied. “What’s an epidermis?”

8

“I don’t know, but I must look weird if it’s showing,” I said. “Do
you see anything wrong?”

9

“No, you look okay,” answered Megan. “Maybe Joey was
teasing you.”

10

“Maybe,” I replied as the bell rang. “Come on, we’ll be late.” As
we were walking down the hall, we saw Mrs. Warden, our science
teacher.

11

“Ask her,” whispered Megan.

12

“I can’t,” I replied. “She’ll think I’m silly.”

13

“Go ahead. She’s really nice,” urged Megan.

14
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“Okay, I’ll do it,” I said as we headed toward her. “Mrs. Warden,
can I ask you something?” I hesitated, but then just blurted out
my question. “Is my epidermis showing?”
GO ON

15

“Of course it is,” chuckled Mrs. Warden.

16

“Thanks,” I said as we hurried off. “Now what am I going to
do?”

17

“I don’t know. Let’s go to the library at lunch and look it up,”
suggested Megan.

18

“Okay,” I groaned. We walked to class. No one laughed at me
right away. Then Emily and Ann looked at me and started to
giggle.

19

I just knew it was because my epidermis was showing. I was
so embarrassed. Finally, it was lunch time! We ran to the library,
headed straight to the big dictionary, and opened it to the E’s.

20
21

22

“Okay, how do you spell it?” Megan asked.
“Well, it sounded like Joey said, ‘EP-I-DER-MUSS.’ ” We started
looking through the EP-I’s. We found epiblast, epic, and finally, we
found EP-I-DER-MIS!
“What does it say? What does it mean?” asked Megan.

23

“You’re not going to believe this,” I laughed. “It says epidermis
is the outer skin. Joey was telling me that my skin was showing!”

24

“And you thought it was something bad,” chuckled Megan.
“What’re you going to do?”

25

“I’ve got an idea.” I went back to the dictionary and began
looking through it. “Megan, look at this,” I said.

26

“It’s perfect,” giggled Megan.

27

“Yeah. I can play the vocabulary game too,” I said with a smile
on my face. “Just wait until tonight at dinner.”

28

When I got home from school, I went to my room and stayed
there until Mom called us to dinner. “Be right there,” I shouted. It
was time to put my plan into action. I waited until everyone was
seated and then walked into the dining room.

29
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“Jennifer, what are you doing?” asked Dad.

GO ON

30
31

32

“What’s going on?” laughed Mom.
Joey just stared at me. I had on shoes, socks, pants, a
turtleneck, a ski mask, goggles, and gloves. I even wrapped a
scarf around my nose and mouth. Not one inch of skin was
showing anywhere! I looked straight at Joey and said, “Not only is
your epidermis showing, but so is your proboscis.”1
“My what?” asked Joey.
“My What Is Showing?” by Helen Kampion from Hopscotch Magazine, August/September 2011.

1

Proboscis is another word for “nose.”
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1

Jen’s actions at school suggest that she —
A is shy around people she does not know well
B cares about what people think of her
C does not like searching for information
D has only a few friends in her class

2

The reader can tell that “My What Is Showing?” is realistic fiction because it —
F exaggerates the abilities of the main character
G tells a story that has been handed down from generation to generation
H tells about events that could happen in life today
J

3

describes events and actions that took place long ago

Jen’s main conflict is resolved when —
A Mrs. Warden answers her question
B she learns what her epidermis is
C Joey says her epidermis is showing
D she covers herself entirely with clothing
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4

In paragraph 14, what does the word hesitated mean?
F Paused
G Shivered
H Imagined
J

5

Shouted

Who is the narrator of this story?
A Jen
B Joey
C Megan
D An outside observer

6

In paragraph 3, what is the most likely reason Joey whispers?
F He wants to make sure Jen understands him.
G He does not want others to notice Jen’s epidermis.
H He does not want the bus driver to hear what he says.
J

He wants Jen to think epidermis means something shocking.
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7

By the end of the story, what can the reader conclude about Joey and Jen’s
relationship?
A They spend little time together.
B They often fight with each other.
C They share many common interests.
D They enjoy playing jokes on each other.

8

Which of these is the best summary of the story?
F Jen thinks her epidermis is exposed while she is at school, but she laughs
when she finds out that the word just means “skin.” Then she waits until
dinnertime to share a difficult word that she learned with Joey.
G Joey tells Jen her epidermis is showing, which worries her because she does
not know what the word means. After learning that it means “skin,” she
surprises Joey by telling him that his proboscis is showing.
H Jen feels like people are laughing at her because her epidermis is showing.
When she looks up the word in the dictionary, she laughs. Then she tells
Megan about a plan she has made.
J

After Joey scares Jen by saying her epidermis is showing, Jen asks her teacher
Mrs. Warden about it. Then Jen and Megan spend all morning trying to learn
what an epidermis is.
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9

Jen covers herself up before coming into the dining room most likely because she
wants to —
A stop thinking about whether her skin is showing
B find out whether Joey knows the meaning of epidermis
C help Joey understand how his comment made her feel at school
D show Joey that she now knows the meaning of epidermis
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