
English Language Arts and Reading  
Course Syllabus  

 
Contact Information: Mr. John May 

- Email: jmay@alvinisd.net Room B113 
- Website: http://www.alvinisd.net/Domain/3201  

 
Tutorials: appointments will be necessary for times other than the following... 

PM: Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday @ 2:50 - 3:50 
 

Welcome to the 2018-2019 school year!  
Course Description: 
Students enrolled in English will work to increase and refine their reading, writing, listening, 
speaking, viewing and representing communication skills. Students write in a variety of forms 
and edit their papers for clarity, engaging language, and the correct use of the conventions and 
mechanics of written English. An emphasis is placed on organizing logical arguments with 
clearly expressed related definitions, theses, and evidence. Students will read extensively in 
multiple genres and learn literary forms and terms associated with selections being read. 
 
Course Materials: 

● A writing utensil will be needed every day 
● Binder/Folder: .5-1 inch, slim 

○ At least one pack of paper will be used for this folder 
○ 4 - 5 dividers 

 
Course Expectations 

Students will need to abide by the classroom’s social contract which will represent how 
we expect each other to behave. Each class period will develop this to reflect their values and 
share in upholding those qualities. Students who fail to abide by these values and behaviors will 
be subject to consequences. 
 
Consequences will include:  

Student/teacher conferences, teacher detentions, parent phone calls, 
parent/student/teacher conferences, and office referrals. The severity, or continual nature of the 
behavioral offense will determine the further consequences such as referrals or being sent to their 
Assistant Principal. Some offenses that result in immediate referrals. Students may conference 
with the teacher at the end of class or after school about any behavior question.  
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Classroom Policies 
- Make up work:  When you return to school from being absent or in ISS, it is YOUR 

responsibility to get your make up work. You will only have one extra day before points are 
deducted for a late assignment.  

- Turning in Work: Work is to NEVER be left lying on my desk. During substitute days, you 
MUST turn in your assignments before you leave the classroom (finished or not) to receive any 
credit.  

- 10/10: the first 10 and last 10 minutes of each class no one will be given permission to 
leave the room as district guidelines 

- Late Work Policy: as per district guidelines 
 
 

Electronics Policy 
- Devices are not allowed to be out unless otherwise instructed. If a device is seen it must 
be handed over when asked for; it will be returned at the end of the period. Refusal to hand over 
a device or repeated warning will result in an office referral and the phone turned into the office. 
 
English Department Grading Policy 

Nine-week grades will be computed by the following guidelines: 
1.    Daily / Minor grades will be worth 50% of your entire grade. 
2.    Quizzes / Milestone assessments will be worth 50% of your entire grade, but weighted 2x. 
3.    Major tests, essays, and projects will be 50% of your entire grade. 
4.    A research / literature project may consist of MULTIPLE MAJOR GRADES 
 

- Each Nine weeks will have at least 3 Major grades unless otherwise stated by the District 
- Each Nine weeks will have a minimum of 9 Daily grades (at least 1 per week) 

 
 
 


