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Student art 
showcased at 
Houston museum

The Contemporary Arts Museum in Houston 
housed artwork from schools all over the greater-
Houston area these past two weeks. Many of 
our students showed their creative side and got 

entered in the show as well. The theme of the exhibit was 
abnormal people you wouldn’t normally see, and students 
like Oceanne D’Amato, Kyle Smith, and Natalie Hernandez 
showed us just that.
     “Much of the art there was amazingly done and all 
showed purpose and meaning,” Natalie Hernandez said, “I 
had an awesome time seeing other artwork and meeting 
really cool people.” 
     Everyone worked extremely hard to be in the show and 
it was a great way to display the talent our school has.
“I’ve been working on my photography for weeks and I still 
don’t think the picture I put in the show was good enough,” 
Hernandez said, “I had my camera with me at all times 
hoping to find the perfect shot.”
     The artwork displayed ranged from paintings, to digital 
photography, to videography, and sculptures. The show 
had a very large audience and a lot of students came out to 
support the artists.
     “It was nice having so many of my friends show up to 
see my art, at first I was nervous and somewhat over-
whelmed but the support from my friends made it all 
worth it,” Hernandez said. 

AVID Program 
supports 
students on 
journey 
to college readiness

AVID is an academic program available at Alvin High School, that seeks to take 
students who meet a certain criteria to allow them to gain higher level advancement 
within schooling environment by teaching academic skills that allow greater 

achievement in both the normal classroom and later in life such as college. AVID is actually 
an acronym for Advance Via Individual Determination, started in 1980 by Mary Catherine 
Swanson after her and two fellow teachers ran a program named “Project English” at 
Clairemont High School in San Diego, being the precursor to the current AVID program. 
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by: Rory Collins

“If our program is 
designed to encourage 

students to go and 
succeed in college, why 
can’t we help them pay 

for college ”

     In a short interview with Cheyenne Dupont, 
Junior President of the AVID club, she spoke to 
me about how the AVID program has helped in 
her last four years of being in the program.
     “The program has helped me keep my grades 
up in class, while also helping me stay motivated 
despite the challenges I face, and keeping 
everything organized both in school plus my 
personal life.” She also spoke of how it can benefit 
other students who are interested in the program 
“While it may seem like it’s for students who 
are less academically inclined, the program is 
actually designed for those who average or above 
average who seek to gain more support to gain greater achievement within the schooling 
environment.”
     I also had the luxury of interviewing another Alondra Garcia, the Senior President of the 
AVID Club. She explained to me how it will benefit her in the college setting “AVID gave me 
skills in time management, organization, and study.” 
     In talking with a personal friend of mine, Josh Bridges, he too gave me his personal input 
on the program,“It opens your eyes up to what college will actually be like, and what you will 
need.”
     Students receive one-on-one help from the, on average, eight current college students that 
come in each Tuesday and Thursday to tutor the AVID students with their current studies, 
helping them further with themselves within high school.  Other than that, they mentor 
these students what college truly is like, such as how to confront certain issues and situations 
they will face, as well showing them to apply for colleges, what they will needs and how to 

succeed. 
     Not only does the program 

assist students in personal 
organization and college 
readiness, for the first time the 
group will honor a graduating 
Senior with an AVID 
scholarship.

     “If our program is designed 
to encourage students to go 
and succeed in college, why 
can’t we help them pay for 
college,” reads the description 
on the  GoFundMe site for the 
AVID scholarship. If you are 
interested in donating to the 
scholarship fund, you can visit 
the account at http://www.
gofundme.com/AHSAVID

by: Taylor Jandl
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Stellar performances highlight an inter-stellar 
production

     What would you do if you couldn’t talk? And no, I 
don’t mean mute, but what if the words were just floating 
around in your head and you could never quite piece them 
together? 
     “I-you-all world. Speechless.” says main character Anna, 
an astronomer. The show opens on Anna teaching a class. 
We then see her house life composed of three people: her 
boyfriend the opera singer, Daniel, Jennifer, her teenage 
daughter, and Bill, her co-worker and friend. While at 
home, Anna has many things to do and many things on 
her mind. With Jennifer being extra moody and Daniel’s 
rehearsing, she can’t concentrate and gets in a fight with 
Daniel. After leaving the house, Anna is walking outside 
when her world is turned upside down. So, with the flash of 
headlights, what would your last words be?
     “The words are there you just need to find them again,’’ 
says Daniel to Anna, who is trying to recover from her 
accident. 
     But getting away from the play, The Yellow Jacket Theatre 
Company performs this as their UIL One Act Play. Making 
it past the first round, Zone, they made it to District and 
giving it their all at Bi-District, but not making it past there. 
“As long as you guys tell your story and give it your all, 
we can leave here win or not and still be proud,’’ Directors 
Laurie Reese and Drake Simpson told the cast and crew 
right before performing. 
     Though the company did not make it past Bi-District 
competition, at District level we had more to celebrate 
than just moving on to the next round. Our own Raquel 
Schmidt, a current sophomore, and Reese Powling, a 
current junior, won Overall Best Actress and Actor. This 
announcement resulted in both running up to the stage and 
hugging the stage manager and each other.
     “I really like space and astronomy so I was really 
interested [in this production.] It was a great story and we 
told it really well,” says Davis Drake, who played Bill, “It’s 
really exciting advancing and doing that kinda thing. It was 
really fun and it’s always a surprise.”

Schlitterbauhn Fun - 
Senior class trip to 
Schlitterbauhn is scheduled 
for Wednesday May 20th. Buy 
tickets from Ms Flores for $40 
each.

Memorial Day 
Break - 

NO SCHOOL 
Friday May 22 or 
Monday May 25!

Alvin Teachers Got 
Talent - 
The annual showing of teacher 
talent and outrageousness 
comes to you live on the 
morning of May 21st. Tickets 
can be purchased all week 
from Mrs. Siegel in LK 205 for 
$2 each.

Upcoming 
Events 

Graduation 
Day - 

Alvin High School 
class of 2015 will 
graduate at Memorial 
Stadium at 8pm on 
Friday June 5th. 
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The cast, crew, and alternates include: Raquel 
Schmidt, Reese Powling, Davis Drake, Kaylie 
Law, Alyssa Collier, Reed Choate, Skyler 
Little, Fernando Escalera and Dalton Meyer,  
Mason Mills, Cheyanne M, Hailey Hruska, 
Jeremiah Sanchez, Sara Perez, Anna Myers, 
Amaya Padgett, Nikki Wendorf, Lindsey 
Flake and Charley Reyes. 

Campus News

Club Day - 
Food, games, and fun for all await 
as clubs come together to create 
two hours of entertainment for all 
students. This year’s event will be 
from 9am until 11 am. Students 
can purchase tickets for booths at 
the event. 

Shining in the 
Night Sky

Reese 
Powling

“When you’re 
on that stage 
performing, 

everything else seems to melt 
away.”

Raquel 
Schmidt

“Getting 
sardines 
on- getting 
sardines off. 
That’s farce. That’s the theater. 
That’s life.”

by: Sara Perez
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Shake Your
Groove

ThingThe Alvin High School Student Council 
hosted the 3rd annual SPED Dance 
party on May 13th to wrap up another 
great year with a fun event that all of 

the school was able to participate in.
     “We normally do it in April for Autism 
Awareness month, but because of scheduling 
issues this year we had to push it back to May,” 
Student Council sponser Mrs Lee Blatt said. 
     Music filled the halls on Wednesday as the 
dance was held during 6th and 7th period in 
Chef Romano’s room in the FAC building.
The room overflowed with the laughter and 
smiles from everyone involved, students ven-
tured from their end of day classes to be a part of 
the festivities.
     Several different groups from around the 
campus also helped to put everything together 
and keep the dance running smoothly. 
     “We invite the art coaches, the P.E pals, and 
clinical students that have been working with the 
special needs students,” Blatt said. 
     Over the course of the dance attendance 
ranged from 50-100 students and staff members 
at any given time, further emphasizing on the 
success of the dance.

In the last competitive event of the 
year for HOSA, ten students attended 

the state conference in Dallas. This is 
the largest amount of participants that 
Alvin High School has ever qualified to 
compete at this level of competition.
     Out of these ten competitors, Sergio 
Moreno, Chelsea Sanchez and James 
Beasley advanced to round two. 
      “It felt great to be part of something 
so large, and was very fun to compete 
against so many people especially when 
I advanced. Overall it was an awesome 
experience, and I can’t wait until the 
2016 state leadership conference,” 
Beasley said. 

Health 
Occupations 
students win 
big at State
by: Rory Collins

The Alvin High School FCCLA 
(Family, Community, Career 
Leader of America) travelled to 

Corpus Christi over the course of April 
9th through 11th to compete in a State 
Leadership Conference being held at the 
American Bank Center. 
     Eleven members of the of the FCCLA 
competed in various categories for a 
chance to advance to Nationals this 
summer in Washington DC. While none 
of the Alvin competitors advanced to 
nationals, Julie Higuera (12th) placed 5th 
in the “Focus on Children” category.
     Julie’s focus in this category was 

FCCLA makes a splash at State 
Competition
by: Jacob Louvier

children with Autism, who she has 
worked with and learned a lot about 
over the last 4 years. Julie worked 
very hard to organize an annual 
Autism walk through Alvin High 
School that celebrated its very first 
walk on April 4th.
     The walk raised around $1,700 
for “BACH” an early childhood 
intervention service that supports 
autistic children and their parents to 
offer services and cover expenses to 
ensure a happy and healthy home life.

     Although nobody from this 
school (or district) qualified to 
attend the national tournament, 
Chelsea and Sergio won several 
scholarships. Chelsea was awarded 
$3,000.00 along with $2,500.00 she 
received in February and Sergio 
was awarded $2,000.00 along with 
$2,500.00 he received in February. 
This came to a grand total of 
$6,500.00 for Chelsea and $5,500.00 
for Sergio. Both Mrs. Rodriguez and 
Mrs. Bagwell are both extremely 
proud of all who competed.



           • • •    May 2015   • • •                                  • • •   The Sting    • • •   

Community 
Steps up to help 
student and 
family

5Campus News

     The Alvin High School Jacketeers 
Spring Show was a huge success, as 
always.  The shows were on Friday, 
April 24th and Saturday, April 25th. 
The Varsity and Junior Varsity Jack-
eteers performed, along with a special 
appearance from the students in the 
dance classes, the escorts, the Jacketeer 
moms, and ROTC. 
     The Jacketeers performed their 
award winning contest routines, along 
with an opening number, and the final 
dance. At the end of the Spring Show 
on Saturday, all the senior Jacketeers 
hang their hats. Hanging their hats 
represent their last time performing as 
a Jacketeer.
     The Jacketeers won Overall Nation 
Grand Champions at their contest. 
They all worked so hard to achieve that 
award, and of course it paid off. 
“This was the most successful year of 
Jacketeers,” Eve Robinson, the Jacketeer 
director said.

The senior class threw on their 
dancing shoes and readied 
themselves, pulling on their 
tuxedos and gowns, preparing 

for a night that they’ll only experience 
once in their life. Seniors spent the night 
along the beach not only enjoying the 
scenery but also wonderful company of 
their fellow classmates.  As the night went 

on, more and more students flowed 
through the doors of the Galveston 
convention center to be welcomed 
by our fellow teachers and students 
who each put time into looking their 
best for this one night.  Attendees 
were also welcomed with the table 
of wonderful and delicious food and 
great music. 
     Towards the middle of the night, 
when the dance floor was packed, 
filled with happy, laughing students, 

it was time to announce 
Prom King and Queen. 
The class of 2-15 elected 
Eloi Fernandez and Alyssa 
Moscot Prom King and 
Queen and the power 
couple couldn’t have been 
happier. 
     “It was a great feeling 
when they called my name 
but it was an even greater 
feeling when they called 
my girlfriends name ” said 
senior, Eloi Fernandez. 
     As the night winded 
down, and the students 
began to end the night. 
They left not just with 
aching feet and a smile on 
their face, but a souvenir 
mason jar cup, a token 
to remember the Class of 
2015’s prom. From girls 
with their shoes in their 
hands to guys with their 
jackets hanging on their 
shoulders, it was clear that 
Prom Night was a success. 
Whether they were staying 
the weekend on the beach 
or heading back home, the 
senior class would always 
have a once in a lifetime 
memory to hold on to. 

by: Jazmin Ortiz

by: Rory Collins

Footloose &  Fancy Free

When a staff member heard an off hand 
comment that led to concern for a student, 
the teacher went immediately to an assistant 
principal for guidance. In talking with 
the student, it was determined that this 
student works extremely hard to be the sole 
provider for their family. Due to extreme 
circumstances this student works 40 hours 
a week while also attending high school and 
was found to be struggling to help pay some 
of the everyday expenses that go along with 
keeping a house hold functional.  
     In hearing the struggles of this family, 
the principal tool to social media and a 
fund-raising website called GoFundMe to 
try to collect just enough money to help this 
family pay the past due property taxed owed 
on their land. Without this money, the family 
stood the possibility of eventually losing 
the property on which their home sits. The 
request was for small donations to help this 
family pay the $1900 that would catch them 
up and pay for the current year in taxes. 
     Within a few hours the site had generated 
almost enough donations to pay for those 
taxes. After a few days, the amount sky 
rocketed into the thousands of dollars. At the 
time of publication, this account has raised 
over six thousand dollars to help this family 
in their desperate time of need. 
     Not only have the taxes been paid, the 
principal in charge of the account has now 
posted receipts showing a one thousand 
dollar credit on the family’s electric bill to 
help cover the expensive summer months as 
well as a gift card to Home Depot to help with 
some home repairs that have been neglected 
and gift cards to help with the cost of gas. 
     A recent post on the GoFundMe page 
reads, “So many people stop by to talk to me 
about this or stop me in my tracks around 
town. I wish you all could hear the stories, 
see the tears of joy that people wipe away 
while talking to me and have the same 
understanding that this is really binding 
together a community that is already so great. 
My front row seat to all of this is so awesome! 
Thank you!”
      Another blessing stemming from this 
amazing community movement is that Toyota 
of Alvin has offered to donate time, parts, 
and labor to fix the family’s only form of 
transportation so that the student can always 
have a dependable way to get to work.  
     The generosity of the community and the 
family that IS Alvin High School has been no 
less than amazing in this endeavour. Here’s to 
hoping only the best for this family. 
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ROAD

6 Sports

Work, 
work, 
work

     Work. That’s all the Alvin 
Yellowjacket baseball team did 
this year and it paid off the 
right way leading them to a 
22-6A district title under their 
belts going 15-1 in district and 
posting a solid overall 23-8 
record for the year including 
playoffs. Joe Dalmolin held 
down the fort with a 10-1 record 
only losing to Baytown Sterling 
in game 1 of playoffs. Joe shut 
out Pearland a top ranking team 
in state 3-0 and also finishing up 
district with a no hitter against 
South Houston. 
                   In the end, the team 

played with all their 
heart, but fell short in 

game three of the first round 
of playoffs against Baytown 
Sterling. 

Lady 
Jackets 
Hope For 
State Run
     After a tough loss in 
game two of the third 

round of playoffs against 
Baytown Sterling, the Lady 
Jackets rallied back for a 3-1 win 
in game three closing out the 
series and clinching the Regional 
Quarter Final Championship. 
Junior Amy Alexander hit a 
three run homer bringing the 
Jackets up by two late in the 
game. 
     Round four of playoffs against 
Katy will be held at CE King HS
       with the Lady Jackets hoping
     to advance beyond regional 
           competition and send the 
           team all the way to state.

For the 

Love of 
the Game

With the end 
of the spring 

tennis season finally 
upon us, the team did 
not as well as they 
had hoped. Nobody 
on the team advanced 

to the district tournament but they still put together a nice 
season.
     “Overall we did not do as good as last year, but as a team 
I think we have improved a lot together.” Team co-captain 
JZack Sanchez said.
     Over the course of the season the team did well in 
many tournaments but in the end it just wasn’t enough to 
advance.

STATE

water polo season ends; several seniors 
say goodbye
By: Jacob Louvier

The Boy’s and Girl’s Water Polo teams 
both practiced rigorously all season 
long; and their hard work paid off as 
both teams advanced from District to 

Regional competition. 
     At the District competition April 16th, 17th and 
18th at the Pearland Natatorium, several games 
determined the fate of the teams.
     The boys team secured third place alongside the 
girls team who earned themselves an impressive 
second place position.
     At the Regional competition, neither team 

advanced to State which brought the rigorous 
season to an end.
     “Next year might be tough because we’re 
losing a lot of good members.” said Anthony 
Garza.
     All together, the water polo teams will be 
losing eight seniors this year. 
     Senior JT Powers was awarded the MVP 
title at the Sports Banquet on May 13th for 
his hard work and dedication to the team 
throughout the season. 

By: Baily Diede
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K a c z  A d v a n c e s  t o  R e g i o n a l s

Golf sees team 
improvement

By: Baily Diede

After placing 
sixth place at 
the district golf 
tournament, 

Senior Patrick Kacz was the 
only player on the team to 
advance to regionals. Even 

though nobody else advanced, the team still gave 
it their all, placing an overall fourth.
     “It was a great experience,” Patrick said. “ The 
team played great, and we have really shown lots 
of improvement since last year.”
     This is the first time Patrick has ever been to 
Regionals. Though he did not advance, he was at 
least happy with the experience of getting to play 
in his first regional tournament.
     “I didn’t play great, but it was a great 
experience, and I got to play a great course,” 
Patrick Said. 
     He was of course disappointed that he did not 
make it to state, but it was no doubt a great way to 
cap off his high school golf career.

Lifters bring home 
state titles

By: Baily Diede

    After a record setting year, the 
powerlifting season has come to a close. 
The girl’s team took eighth overall in 
state, thanks, not only Cece’s first place 
performance, but also to Danielle Vasquez 
who managed a solid eighth as an 
individual.
     As a team the boys team got 25th, with 
Jacob Delepaz (5th), Terrence Giles (tied 
for 5th), and Victor Varela (6th) all placing 
in the top ten. Also on the team Carlos 
Garcia (11th), and Diego Gallegas (13th).
     Like any other season there were ups 
and downs for both teams, including 
when, now state champion and obvious 
key team member, Cecelia Sambrano 
dislocated her knee.
     “The worst part of this season was 
definitely when I dislocated my knee and 
had to miss out on a meet,” Cece Sambrano 
said. “Though the best part was winning 
state, no doubt.”

     It has been 
an especially 
good season for 
senior Cecelia 
Sambrano.
     “I got first in 
every meet, broke 
two regional 
records and I’m a 
regional and state 
champ,” Sam-
brano said. “The 
team did good to, 
we did amazing 
for not having a 
new coach.”

Tonu places at 
national gymnastics 
meet
By: Taylor Jandl

The overall gymnastics 
season was successful 
with the team domi-
nating all events from 

floor routines to uneven bars. 
     On Saturday, May 15th and 
16th, the gymnastics nationals 
meet was held in Florida and 
a team from all around Texas 
went to compete, including 
Alvin’s own Lumina Tonu.
     Tonu competed all around 
on the first day and got 6th in 
vault. With that 6th place rank, 
she advanced into finals with 14 

other competitors.      
     The fierce second day 
ended in victory with 
Tonu placing 4th over 
gymnasts from all around 
the country. 
     Tonu is one of only 
four students from 
Alvin high school to have 
competed at nationals, 
including coach, and 
former Alvin student 
Fawn Mills. 

Freshman places fifth at state competition
By: Casey Bodine-Preston

Track practice started the week after 
football ended and were led by a 
brand new head track coach. Coach 
Gerrick Green came in from Berkner 

High School where he greatly excelled in all 
areas of his track program. Winning multiple 
district champion titles for his school, he also 
led the way for many of his track athletes to 
make it all the way to state. 
     Post season for the Yellowjacket track 
program went amazing. Several members 
advanced to district and eventually to regional 
competition in all types of events ranging 
from long distance, and hurdles to high jump 

and pole vault. Each and every one of these 
athletes has made track and field a very big 
part of their life for the past 5 months. They 
have not only come to practice in all weather 
conditions, but they have still gave all of their 
energy into making the best gain possible for 
the competition at the end of the week.
     Freshman Kynnedy Flannel competed 
in regionals for the 100 meter dash, the 200 
meter dash, and long jump. On May 16th 
Flannel travelled to Austin to compete in the 
State UIL track competition in the 100 meter 
dash. She placed fifth in the state after setting 
a personal record of 10.63. 

It was

out the season.”
an amazingway to round
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Political 
Ignorance
by Baily Diede
     So over the years 
you may have heard 
people continually 
condemning our 
presidents, calling 
them idiots and 
saying how bad they 
are. The majority of 
the time they can’t 
tell you why though. If you ask them 
they probably can’t even tell you what 
that president did wrong. There are 
so many people so ready and willing 
to shove their, so called “political 
beliefs” in your face, but on no real 
basis though. There are so many people 
ready to stubbornly defend their 
“political beliefs,” also on not real basis. 
But Why? Why are there so many 
people ready to ignorantly push and 
defend these beliefs?
     More often than not the people 
ignorantly preaching there “views” are 
just people blindly repeating what they 
previously heard their parents saying, 
or what they heard their friends say. 
The reason a lot of people do this is 
not because they know or even care 
about our national government. They 
are saying these things because they 
think that it is funny, or that it sounds 
smart to put down certain aspects of 
our government. For example, the 
people who like to blame our president 
for small petty things that he, in reality, 
has no control over. Or the people who 
insult the claimants of other political 
parties, all while not really knowing the 
full extent of either of their policies.
     The purpose of this article is not 
to insult all you misguided people. 
The purpose of this article is to put 
into perspective how you really 
sound, especially to the people more 
knowledgeable on the subject. This 
article is meant to help keep you from 
making this ignorant, and sometimes 
even degrading mistake. In the future 
before you decide to make certain 
accusations, make sure you know what 
you are talking about first.

Nutritional 

value added
Students discuss state requirements 
for nutrition and physical education

As 
you may know, Texas 

is one of the strictest 
states when it comes to 

nutrition in schools. Some 
of these guidelines include, 

not being allowed to have 
candy anywhere on campus, 

no competitive foods (foods not 
provided by the school.), no foods 

that exceed 28 grams of fat and no 
fried foods at all.

     The new so called ‘Nutrition 
Program’ installed by Michelle 
Obama is causing more harm than 
good. Half the things they say are not 
healthy seems more nutritional than 
what they say is ‘healthy’. I’m not 
saying it should be completely taken 
away, it does need to be severely 
edited.
      “School food is disgusting, but 
if they just made some changes 

then most of the  food options 
could be much better,” said 

Karina Moncada.
     By state standards, for a 

school lunch you have to 
have an entree, a fruit 

or vegetable, and a 
drink. This so 

called ‘lunch’ 
is not 

g o i n g 
to fill up a growing 

teenager, The fruit and 
vegetables are not fresh 
and taste terrible. Most 
of the fruits are browning 
and bruised , yet they 
call this healthy. 
     “There are a few 
options that I will eat 
in the cafeteria, but for 
the most part, no,” freshman Kasey 
Key said. 
     Some kids only get the lunch 
because they have to, they don’t have 
any other option.
Additional Requirements
P.E. no longer stands for physical 
education, it seems to be taking on 
the acronym ‘public embarrassment’ 
instead. P.E. is categorized as a 
necessity in schools and forces kids to 
stay active in their high school years. 
This is becoming a hassle for both the 
people taking these classes and those 
executing the overview of said classes. 
I understand that The First Lady, 
Michelle Obama, has made it her job 
to help motivate kids in the U.S. to 
make more healthy choices and keep 
kids active, but this has gotten a little 
out of hand. 
     High school is a place teeming with 
kids who have the mentality that,  as 
long as it’s what you’re SUPPOSE to 
do, it’s not worth it. The youth of this 
generation are becoming less and less 
motivated to participate in anything 
that their told, including classes. P.E. 
is suppose to be a class to keep you on 

your feet and keep your body 

healthy, 
w h e t h e r 

you’re simply 
playing a game of 
volleyball or walking 
around the gym. Students 
are often times seen sitting 
about the gym floor and 
playing on their phones. There’s 
no way these kids are being any 
more “active” than they would in a 
regular elective, in fact, it may even 
be less so.
     Maybe the school could do 
something completely different, 
think outside the box, and make 
each elective you take a percentage 
of a P.E. credit. Since you require an 
elective credit of 6.5, it would be easy 
to say that perhaps a class like art for 
instance would be at 20% of a credit 
since you’re usually up on your 
feet and creating things, moving 
around the room to get supplies. 
     So yes, I think that they should 
do away with this mandatory 
P.E. elective credit and that 
it would be a much better 
idea if you just compile 
the overall activity of 
the student.

opinion

Story written in compilation by:
Baily Diede, Taylor Fisher, and Allison 
DeWeese
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Sudan: Last Man StaNding
by Gabriel Adame
     Earlier this year the faith of a species 
was put onto our hands. The last known 
male Northern White Rhino, Sudan, 
will be under guard for the remainder of 
his life or until the population rises, and 
that’s if the population can rise.
     Who or what is responsible for 
their verge of extinction? None other 
than humans;  Of course we would 
be responsible, research shows that at 
least 99% of the threatened species are 
caused by human activities. This Rhino 
though is on the verge of extinction 
because of  the value of its horn, worth 
as much as $30,000 per pound. It is 

believed that their horn can “cure” 
cancer and hangovers. Many time the 
animal is killed and the rest of the 
body left like trash.
     Two other rhinos, Fatu and Najin, 
both female, stand with him, however 
Sudan is now considered an elderly 
rhino way past his reproductive years. 
For now we will have to wait and be 
patient hoping that this unique species 
will recover on its population. As for 
Sudan, either one of these nicknames 
will be given to him, Sudan:The 
last male Northern White Rhino or 
Sudan:The Adam of the White Rhinos.

Photograph: Brent Stirton/National Geographic/WENN.com

opinion

Invasion of the 
Caterpillars
by Taylor Jandl

   Orgyia Leucostigma… I bet you’re 
wondering what that is. Well if you’ve 

noticed the spotted caterpillars around 
campus than you know what Orgyia 

Leucostigma is.
Just in case you haven’t noticed this infestation, the Orgyia Leucostigma, 
also known as the white-marked tossuck moth, also known as an asp, 
is a hairy little caterpillar that is commonly found in Texas on Oak 
trees. As you may have noticed, we are in fact in Texas at a school that is 
centered around Oak trees…
For the most part, these caterpillars are harmless, but they are slightly 
poisonous, causing a small red, itchy bump on the skin if they sting you. 
Even if you are stung, you’ll be okay.
So why is there so many? Well when the mother lays her eggs, she lays 
300 at a time. Disgusting, I know. But eventually they will all turn into 
moths and fly away, or we’ll be attacked by swarms of moths. Who 
knows!

Secret Stalkers
by Allison DeWeese

 It started with the asp caterpillar, but a new threat has 
arrived. A new creature has taken the streets. It’s small, 
brown or gray and has a bushy tail; the squirrel is back. 
Creeping around corners, scampering around the campus, 
they are EVERYWHERE. Running around and planting nuts 

that they are just going to forget about, but don’t be fooled 
by their cute exterior, they are vicious. They will take over 

the world and rule over humans. They will rise with their army, 
taking charge of every tree in town, blocking the streets, barricading 

people in and ripping children from their homes. They are training their 
young, ladies and gentlemen the takeover has started……...Brace yourselves. 
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Breaking 
Barrierswith Bryan & Baily

Kon’nichiwa dare mo ga modotte 
kangei shi, (hello everyone and 
welcome back) to Taku’s Takes, I’m 
Taku the Otaku \(^.^)/
For those who don’t know Taku’s 
Takes is the column where I talk 
about and recommend amazing 
anime for those anime lovers of Alvin 
high school and other Otakus who are 
reading this.
     

     So stepping up to the tennis court first is 
Tasogare Otame X Amnesia, it translates to 
dusk maiden of amnesia. Genres are mystery, 
horror, romance, school, shounen, and 
supernatural.
     It’s about the Dusk Maiden, Kanoe Yuuko, 
a ghost who died in the old school building 
60 years ago. One day while exploring the 
old school building, a boy named Teiichi 
Niiya stumbled upon a mirror and found a 
girl named Yuuko. She tells him she is the 
famous ghost, and Niiya and Yuuko establish 
a paranormal investigation club as a way to 
find stuff about Yuuko’s past, including why 
her skeleton is in a weird shrine like area 
underneath the room where they host their 
club! And just exactly what is that shadow 
looming over Kanoe Yuuko? Watch the anime 
or read the manga to find out! It has been both 
dubbed and subbed. 
     In its room at home playing video games 
is The World God Only Knows. The genres 
are comedy, romance, harem, shounen, and 
supernatural.
     Keima Katuragi is the god of conquest, a 
normal human high schooler who likes to play 
dating simulators, no matter what he can make 
those girls in the games to fall for the character 
he plays as, and he is a genius as well. One day 
he accidently accepts a contract with a demon 
named Elsie. This isn’t a game anymore, as 
he has to make girls fall in love with him to 
expunge the loose souls within their hearts! 
Can Keima conquer the real girls before he 
and Elsie lose their heads? There are 3 seasons 
so far, seasons one and two are dubbed and 
subbed while season three is just subbed.
     And finally on the battlefield is Code 
Geass, Lelouch of the Rebellion. Genres are 
action, mecha, school, sci-fi, super power, and 
military.
     Japan has been overrun by a country called 
Britannia. Japan lost the war due to a new 
weapon, the knightmare frame and had their 
rights, their name, the entire country was 
changed, Japan was now called area 11, and the 
residents were called 11’s. Lelouch Vi Britannia 
is a son of the ruler of Britannia, Charles Vi 
Britannia. He witnessed his mother’s death 
that blinded and crippled his dear sister 
Nunnally and swears he will destroy Britannia. 
Now going by Lelouch Lampruge, one day he 
meets a strange green haired girl named C.C. 
(also known as C2) who gives Lelouch the 
power of geass, a power of kings, Lelouch now 
has the power of absolute obedience, able to 
command anyone to do anything, now fighting 
against the britannian forces with his power 
and the rebels with an alias known as zero, he 
might have a chance to destroy Britannia once 
and for all! There are 2 seasons both subbed 
and dubbed.

Hot 
Summer 
Movies
Ant Man
Ant-Man is about a thief that 
is in prison that gets another 
chance to be free but there is 
one thing he has to do he has 
to try out this suit that changes 
him to the size of ant but has 
superhuman abilities while that 
size and he can also summon 
the power of ants. Comes out 
July 17, 2015 so are you ready 
for the power of ant man!

Insidious: Chapter 3
The newest chapter in the terrify-
ing horror series is written and 
directed by franchise co-creator 
Leigh Whannell. This chilling 
prequel, set before the haunting 
of the Lambert family, reveals 
how gifted psychic Elise Rainier 
(Lin Shaye) reluctantly agrees to 
use her ability to contact the dead 
in order to help a teenage girl 
(Stefanie Scott) who has 
been targeted by a dan-
gerous supernatural 
entity. Comes out 
Friday June 5th.

Minions
Meet Stuart, Kevin and Bob as 
they embark on a journey for 
their new master. The story 
of Universal Pictures and 
Illumination Entertainment’s 
Minions begins at the dawn 
of time. Starting as single-
celled yellow organisms, 
Minions evolve through the 
ages, perpetually serving the 
most despicable of masters. 
After accidentally killing off so 
many of them—from T. rex to 
Napoleon—the Minions find 
themselves without a master 

upcoming 
music releases

I Really Like 
You

Allesso

Multi-platinum, Grammy-nomi-
nated singer-songwriter Carly Rae 
Jepsen recently released her new 
single “I Really Like You”; the 
music video for the song which 
already has more than 18 million 
views and features Tom Hanks 
and label mate Justin Bieber. 
Jepsen wrote the track with J. 
Kash and The Cardigans’ Peter 
Svensson, who also produced it

Superstar producer readiesdebut 
“Tear Up The Roof ” on Def Jam 
US/ Virgin EMI UKWith over 
3.5million followers online, 
YouTube views in the millions, 
and fans including  Sebastian  
Ingrosso,Calvin  Harris,  Pete  
Tong,  Aviciiand Swedish House 
Mafia, Grammy  nominated  pro-
ducer Alesso already  has a  huge  
following  thanks  to  his hugely  
popularremixes  and  sold-out 
shows around the globe.

10

Taku’s 
Takes

entertainment

to serve and fall into a deep 
depression. 
     But one Minion named Kevin 
has a plan, and he—alongside 
teenage rebel Stuart and lovable 
little Bob—ventures out into the 
world to find a new evil boss for 
his brethren to follow. 
     The trio embarks upon an 
adventure that ultimately leads 
them to their next potential 
master, Scarlet Overkill (Sandra 
Bullock), the world’s first-ever 
female super-villain. They travel 
from frigid Antarctica to 1960s 
New York City, ending in mod 
London, where they must face 
their biggest challenge to date: 
saving all of Minionkind...from 
annihilation

by: Matthew Williams
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Ask Amy is your plAce to get Advice on life’s everydAy 
situAtions. got A question, need A shoulder? Ask Amy...
jAcketnews.com/Ask-Amy/

Question: 
So I’m graduating this year and 
I have a college planned out, but 
my boyfriend doesn’t want to go 
with me. At first he was excited 
to go but now he doesn’t like 
the idea. Do I go to a different 
college with him, or go to my 
college without him?

Dear Confused about College,
If he was excited to go with you 
and then suddenly changed his 
mind then just cop out and do 
your own thing.  You and your 
boyfriend had plans together 
but he didn’t go through with 
them and that’s a bad sign. 
You have college planned out 
already, don’t let some boy 
get in the way of those plans 
because college will be more 
important in the long run. Girl 
you can do better!

Question: 
All year there’s been this girl 
in my class who has caught 
my eye. We walk to classes 
together and talk all the time 
but I’m really shy and she’s very 
outgoing so I don’t know how 
to tell her I like her... PLEASE 
HELP AMY!

Dear Anxious Anonymous,
It sounds like the two of you 
are already fairly close so there’s 
no reason to be shy. Man up 

a bit and tell her how you feel. If 
she’s as outgoing as I think she is 
it shouldn’t be that big of a deal 
if she doesn’t feel the same, she’ll 
just brush it off and move onto 
something else. Have a little bit of 
confidence in yourself. It’ll all be 
okay!

Question: 
My boyfriend keeps talking to this 
girl I don’t like and it’s the start 
of all of our problems. We’ve been 
together for a year and I feel like 
he should know better because she’s 
tried ruining our relationship so 
many times but he continues to hit 
her up anyways. He’s cheated on 
me with her before and I got over 
it but not really. It’s starting to 
get really annoying. What do you 
think I should I do?

Dear Cheated & Mistreated,
Your boyfriend’s girlfriend seems 
to be a huge problem in your 
relationship. But that’s pretty 
obvious. If she keeps coming 
into the picture then you should 
see that he can’t get over her and 
you need to move on because he 
never will. Tell him that you’re not 
going to be a doormat and walk 
away. You’re putting yourself in a 
vulnerable position by allowing 
yourself to fall for him while he’s 
too busy with another girl. It’s past 
time to break up with the both of 
them!

After five 
long years a 
true tragedy 
has occurred.   
The 
horrendous 
date of the 
incident is 
March 25, 
2015. One of 
the beloved 

faces of One Direction decided to leave the band. 
Life has not been easy since his departure, but luckily 
the “Directioners” have been able to manage. There 
are many theories based on his departure, but either 
way we have no idea what’s going on.
     One Direction formed on July 23, 2010 thanks to 
the singing competition show The X-Factor. Within 
those five years everything had been fine. Four great 
albums and three complete world tours, and the guys 
were doing great, already performing in the first leg 
of their OTRA tour, out of nowhere, Zayn Malik 
decided to go in his own direction, claiming that he 
wanted to be “a normal 22 year old”. The dreadful 
news was announced via the official One Direction 
Facebook page and the fandom was not happy.
     The fandom has many theories of why he left, but 
the most prominent 
is the thought of 
a publicity stunt. 
One Direction’s 
management team 
Modest! is known 
to use the guys for 
publicity stunts as 
well as their other 
clients. It is said that 
the PR stunt was 
used to boost sales 
for the OTRA tour 
because according to 
the band’s statistics 
this tour has not been going as well as their previous 
ones. By dropping a member of the band, the fans 
would rush to the bands rescue by purchasing 
merchandise and concert tickets too, as we believed 
to “support” the band because of their loss, when 
in reality we are only getting their sales to a higher 
number and therefore getting Modest! loads of 
fresh cash. However, all of this is happening behind 
closed doors and to this date we have heard nothing 
straight from the ex-boybander’s mouth except for 
an interview that all the fans claim to be staged. 
Another theory for his departure is his ‘friend’ 
Naughty Boy who posts pictures of Zayn and teases 
the fans by saying things to grind their gears. Fans 
despise his friend but don’t mind him too much as 
long as Zayn is happy.
     After this terrible incident the fandom is stronger 
than ever and has decided that we will always be here 
for our boys, and we are willing to take Zayn back 
into the band with open arms. Recently, the past 
member spoke out; “Wanna say thanks to everyone 
that’s been there for me over the last few weeks, love 
you all… you know who you are x,”  relieving his 
fans of painful heartache.

Hitting the streets and asking you...
What are the new gates really for?

1D

11entertainment

 “My life 
with One 
Direction 
has been 

more than 
I could 

ever have 
imagined. 
But, after 
five years, 
I feel like it 
is now the 
right time 
for me to 
leave the 

band.”

“Because they 
had to be 
built for safety 
reasons”

“To keep 
intruders 
out”

“To keep us from 
going off campus 
at lunch”

“Because 
the school 
is really a 
prison”
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Niha Khan
Rank: 1

College: Pakistanian Community 
College

Career: Trophy Wife
Most Inspirational Teacher: 

Mrs. Williams
Favorite Quote: “Life is not measured 

by the number of breaths we take but by  
the number of moments that take our 

breath away.”

Suzanne Zeller
Rank: 2
College: Rice University
Career: Physicist
Most Inspiriational Teacher: Mrs. Teresa Witt
Favorite Quote: “You assume too much” 
-Neimoidian Nute, Star Wars.

Katie  Nelson
Rank: 3

College: UT
Career: Orthopedic Surgeon

Most Inspirational Teacher: Coach 
Bembry

Dicitonary Definition: “Fergalicious-
definition: make them boys go crazy”

Brianna Diaz
Rank: 4

College: UT San Antonio
Career: Teacher

Most Inspirational Teacher: Ms. 
Butler

Favorite quote: “Pepperoni’s 
come off ”-Mary Hoffman

Abigail Armesto

Rank: 5
College: ACC

Career: Religious Missionary
Most Inspirational Teacher: Mrs. Mabry

My Definition: Kindness

Top 10 Seniors
2015
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Tommy Tran
Rank: 6

College: UT Dallas
Career: Computer Science

Most Inspirational Teacher: Mrs. Hays
Favorite quote: “Yugi Noooo” -Nina Hays

Grant Klein

Rank: 7
College: University of Alabama

Career: Gynecologist
Most Inspirational Teacher: Robin Foster

Favorite quote: “I put the ‘HOT’ in 
PsycHOTic”

tanner 
freitag

Rank: 8
College: Texas A&M

Career: Pharmacist
Favorite quote:

“I wish I would’ve dated 
Tanner” - Everyone

mary hoffmann
Rank: 9

College: UT: Austin
Career: Geologist

Most Inspiriational Teacher: Mr. Fitzwater
Favorite Quote: “Life moves pretty fast. 

If you don’t stop & look around once in a 
while, you could miss it.”

Kelsey Flores

Rank: 10
College: Texas A&M

Career: Skydiving
Most Inspirational Teacher:

Kelly Smith
Favorite quote: “Kelsey Flores is my 

idol. I wish I could be as funny as her!”- 
Samantha Edwards

Top 10 Seniors
2015
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Friday, May 29
1st period   7:25 – 8:21
2nd period   8:27 – 9:24
3rd period   9:30 – 10:27
4th period   10:33 – 11:29
A Lunch   11:29 – 12:00
5th period   12:05 – 1:09
 5th period   11:35 – 12:05
 B Lunch   12:05 – 12:35
 5th period   12:40 – 1:09
  5th period   11:35 – 12:40
  C Lunch   12:40 – 1:09
7th FINAL   1:14 – 2:50

Monday, June 1
2nd period   7:25-8:00*
3rd FINAL   8:06-9:45
4th FINAL   9:51-11:30
Lunch    11:30-12:30
Study Hall   12:30-2:50

Tuesday, June 2
2nd period   7:25-8:00*
6th FINAL   8:06-9:45
5th FINAL   9:51-11:30
Lunch 11:30-12:30
Study Hall 12:30-2:50

Wednesday, June 3: Early Release
2nd period   7:25-8:00*
2nd FINAL   8:06-9:45
1st FINAL   9:51-11:30

Attendance will be taken in all classes, including final exam periods where students are exempt from taking the final. Students exempted from the 
final exam should bring reading or silent work to have available during the exam period.
Teachers are available in classrooms during Study Hall time to tutor students for the final exam. Attendance is not taken during Study Hall time. It 
is the responsibility of the student to manage Study Hall time.

Alvin ISD does allow students to be exempt from some finals if they 
meet the criteria. It is the responsibility of the student to request final 
exam exemption from the teacher. Students are not allowed to be ex-
empt from fall semester exams. Students may qualify for exam exemp-
tions in the spring semester if they meet the following criteria:
	 •	Semester	average	of	85	or	above	for	that	particular	class
	 •	No	more	than	2	absences	in	that	class	this	semester
	 •	No	more	than	2	tardies	in	that	class	for	this	semester
	 •	No	ISS	placements	this	semester
	 •	No	outstanding	fines	or	fees
9th & 10th grade students may exempt one or more elective courses 
for which the exemption criteria is met. Elective courses are defined as 
any non-core course in which English, math, science, or social studies 
credit is awarded.
11th & 12th grade students may exempt one or more final exams in 
any course for which exemption criteria is met.
Students enrolled in dual credit courses are not eligible for exam ex-
emptions. Dual credit courses follow the policy and guidelines set forth 
by the college and/or the college professor.

AP Course Final Exam Exemptions:
Students taking AP courses are eligible to receive the spring semester 
exemption by having a minimum semester average of 75 and by taking 
the corresponding AP exam. Students must also meet the following 
criteria:

	 •	Absences	not	to	exceed	the	90%	attendance	rule.
	 •	No	outstanding	campus	fines	or	fees.
Students taking an AP course who do not take the corresponding AP 
exam can exempt from the spring semester exam only by meeting the 
final exam exemption criteria established by grade level.

State Exam Replacement Grade
Alvin ISD does allow students to use an EOC assessment score as a 
replacement for a final exam grade if they meet the criteria. It is the 
responsibility of the student to request grade replacement from the 
teacher. If using the State Assessment test score to replace the final 
exam grade, the student must have:
	 •	Absences	not	to	exceed	the	90%	attendance	rule
	 •	No	outstanding	campus	fines	or	fees
	 •	Must	have	passed	the	State	Assessment	test
	 •	Students	in	AP	courses	must	score	a	Level	3	range	on	the		
 state assessment
*Teachers will use the grade conversion chart provided by the depart-
ment chair to determine the replacement grade.
*Students do not have to be passing the class to have their state assess-
ment test replace their final exam grade.
*If EOC scores are not received from TEA prior to the first day of 
final exams, students are not eligible for grade replacement.

Final Exam Exemption Policy

Final Exam Schedule
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