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Alvin ISD Board of Trustees

Dear Alvin ISD Parents,
Hopefully you and your children are enjoying
the summer before the start of the new school
year. Throughout the break, members of the
Alvin ISD school board have been working
diligently, along with district administrators,
parents, and community members, to ensure
that our district is geared up for another great year, and every
student is able to reach his or her maximum potential. Our
teachers work hard during the school year to provide all
students with unlimited learning opportunities. During the
summer months, not only is it important for every child to
take a break from the rigors of the school year, but for parents
to ensure that students continue to be engaged in various
learning opportunities. This Alvin ISD publication is made
with our parents and students in mind. We want to encourage
you to stay involved, and continue to develop strong relationships with your children during the summer time. In an effort
to assist, this publication will provide you with various free
opportunities to spend some meaningful and quality time with
your children. Together we can make a difference in the lives
of every child who walks through the doors of an Alvin ISD
school.

Nicole Tonini

Regan Metoyer

Vice President

Secretary

Tiffany Wennerstrom

Earl Humbird

Trustee

Trustee

Vivian Scheibel

Julie Pickren

Trustee

Trustee

Cheryl Harris
Alvin ISD Board of Trustee President

Enjoy a Safe and Happy Summer
School resumes August 24th, 2015

Alvin Family Connection is posted on the
Alvin ISD web site four times a year for
our parents and community members.
Print copies may be picked up at the
individual schools.

Daniel Combs
Director of Communications
Ana Pasarella
Family Engagement Coordinator
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Celebration
of Cultures

Mary Marek Elementary
Celebrated Cultural
Diversity
On the evening of May 20, Mary Marek Elementary celebrated the cultures that represent the diversity that shapes Alvin ISD schools. This
school, which is perhaps one of the most diverse
schools in the district, with more than 25 different
languages represented, was the perfect stage for
an international festival.
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The outcome is really a beautiful melting pot
on stage. What better way than sharing
through food, displays, traditional dress, maps,
and of course our students' performances to
bring us together as a community,” said
Yesland.
“My parents are both from Pakistan. This festival helps me share my culture. The dance I
performed allowed me to show who I am. I am
very thankful for my mom and for all the
moms of the girls in my dance group because
they worked hard to help us with the performance. It took a long time to get it together,
but practice makes perfect,” commented 4th
grade student, Inaya Nomani.
As a part of the Texas Standard Performance
Project, which is a resource for providing
differentiated instruction to gifted/talented
(G/T) students, the 4th grade students had to
research different countries to compare Texas
to the world.
“I have been participating in this festival since
second grade. It means a lot to me because I
am very proud of my Indian background. I also
enjoyed my research because it helped me
learn more about India, Texas, and other cultures in the world,” added 4th grader Sanhya
Mahesh.
For the school principal, Krystal Hawks, the
festival highlights the cultural diversity of the
school while students, parents, and staff members learn a little more about the rich cultural
diversity that exists in the school community.

The school gym became the place where students and families were
able to showcase their cultures. Families were invited to display food
and artifacts, as well as perform on stage. There were over 14 different
countries celebrated.
Mrs. Vivian Cao (parent) and 3rd grade teacher Dana Yesland, teamed
up to coordinate the event, while the whole Marek family, from teachers and parents to students and custodians pitched in to help make the
night a success.

A group of students performing a Chinese dance.

“The diversity of our school community encourages this fun filled
evening of exchange and understanding of our cultures. Families of
different ethnicities and cultures open their arms to invite students of
other cultures to perform traditional dance and songs with them.
http://www.alvinisd.net/letstalk
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Children's Museum of Houston : Every Thursdays
between 5 and 8 p.m., you can enjoy the exhibits
that would normally require you to pay for no cost.
Don't miss the new "Summer of Epic Adventure"
exhibit,. The exhibit runs through Sept. 9. The Children's Museum isn't alone in offering free hours on
Thursdays: The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston is
free 10 a.m.-9 p.m.; the Buffalo Soldiers National
Museum is free 1-5 p.m.; the Health Museum, Holocaust Museum Houston and the Houston Museum of Natural Science's permanent exhibit halls
are free 2-5 p.m.; and the Houston Museum of
African American Culture is free 6-8 p.m.
Details: houstonmuseumdistrict.org

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft
The free family craft days at the Houston Center for Contemporary Craft run from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. on the first Saturday of
each month. The center, 4848 Main, is just one of many free
museums around town. Others include the Menil Collection,
Rothko Chapel, Art Car Museum, Contemporary Art Museum
Houston, Lawndale Art Center, Station Museum of Contemporary Art, Blaffer Art Museum, the Museum of Printing History, Rice Gallery, Houston Center for Photography and the
Czech Cultural Center.
Details: crafthouston.org

Miller Outdoor Theatre
Children's Hilltop Festival, 11 a.m. July 21-24.
The Annual Houston Shakespeare Festival features
"Macbeth" and "The Merchant of Venice" this summer,
8:30 p.m. July 31-Aug. 9.
Details: milleroutdoortheatre.com.
Galveston-Port Bolivar Ferry : On this free ferry,
which connects Galveston and Bolivar Peninsula,
sharp-eyed riders routinely spot dolphins while enjoying the sea breeze. And don't forget to pack some
bread to toss to the seagulls that follow the ferries.
Details: galveston.com/galvestonferry.
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Sam Houston Boat Tour : Hop aboard a boat tour for a 90-minute journey on
the Houston Ship Channel. Listen to the captain give you a running commentary
of what's around you, from the types of ships you can spot on the starboard side
to the industrial plants port side. Reservations are required for the tours, which
run at 10 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. Wednesdays-Saturdays, and 2:30 p.m. Sundays.
Details: portofhouston.com, 713-670-2416

Museum/Attraction Free Days
Buffalo Soldiers National Museum:
Free Thursday 1-5 pm
The Health Museum:
Free Thursday 2-5 pm
Holocaust Museum Houston:
Free Thursday 2-5 pm
Houston Museum of Natural Science:
Free Thursday after 2 pm
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston:
Free Thursday 10 am-9 pm
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On May 20, Alvin ISD offered the Annual Volunteer and Community Partners Luncheon to honor parent volunteers
from each school in the district. These parents were recognized by school administrators for their invaluable dedication.
Parents recognized at this luncheon were as follows:
Stevenson Primary - Nereida Mejias
Alvin Primary - Jessica Soland
Mary Marek Elementary - Alfrado Collins
Mark Twain Elementary - Leticia King
James “Red” Duke Elementary - Carla DeJohn
Alvin Elementary - Adelka Gregory
Wilder Elementary - Bobby Dixon
EC Mason Elementary -Maria Ortiz
Passmore Elementary - Angie Henley
Savannah Lakes Elementary - Tiffany Riley
Walt Disney Elementary - Tara Denis
Don Jeter Elementary - Karla Hernandez
Hood Case Elementary - Kelly Smith
Longfellow Elementary - Elizabeth Castillo
Glenn York Elementary - Robyn Bisval
Fairview Junior High - Angie Henley
Alvin Junior High - John Wennerstrom
Harby Junior High - Brandy Dean
Rodeo Palms Junior High - Traci Donley
Manvel High School - Amy Roudbary
Alvin High School - David Becker
Assets Academy - Denise and Mack Ivy
Pictured right from top to bottom:
Carla DeJohn with Duke Elementary Principal, Fulvia Shaw.
Angie Henley with Passmore Elementary Counselor, Deana Remington
and Fairview Junior High’s Principal, Bobby Martinez.
Mr. Mack Ivy and Mrs. Denise Ivy with Assets Academy’s Principal,
Tracy Hummel
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Community Partners recognized at
During the Annual Volunteer and Community Partners Luncheon, the
district’s officials also recognized the organizations and individuals who this year’s luncheon were as follows:
Alvin ISD Education Foundation
donated much more than money to our schools. These community
partners donated their time and expertise to complete the education Superior Engineering Group
Horace Mann
of our students and to support our schools, our teachers, and our
Stanton’s Shopping Center
families.
JAX Burgers
David King and Kathryn
Shuler from INEOS,

Keep Pearland Beautiful
First Choice ER
INEOS
Alvin Sunrise Rotary
Retired Teacher, Missy Evans
GP&C
Zachry Industrial, Inc.
Studio G
TDEC, Inc
Chocolate Bayou Credit Union
Communities in Schools

Pictured on the left: Members of the Alvin ISD Education
Foundation Board of Directors.
Pictured below: Mr. John Wennerstrom receiving
recognition on behalf of the Alvin Sunrise Rotary Club
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Keep them learning
over the summer

Turn Your
Summer
Trip
Into A
Learning
Experience
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One of the reasons
kids love summer is
that it is a time when
life is more relaxed.
If you're taking a family But kids need some
vacation this summer,
structure to their day.
you can turn it into a
learning experience by Otherwise, they may
doing the following:
spend day after day
 Make the planwatching TV.
ning as fun as the trip
itself. Find a good trav- At the beginning of
el guide. Assign your
the summer, sit down
children to research the
with your kids and
things they might see
along your way. If
draw up a daily
you're passing by hisschedule. Be sure to
torical sites, check out
One way to keep reading, writing and other subjects meaningful some library books be- include large blocks
fore you leave.
of time for play. Also
to your children during the summer is to make them part of

Get
maps
for
activities that are special to them.
include reading time.
each child. Give each
Consider:
Build in time when
of them a highlighter
 Keeping a journal with your children. You write your
everyone works on
marker and ask them
thoughts and end with a question for them. They respond, and to mark the route you
chores around the
give it back to you for another turn.
travel each day. They
house, too. And alt Letting your children pick a book to read together. One
can keep their math
facts
fresh
by
calculatnight they read a chapter out loud. The next night, read to
hough you may relax
ing distance and milethem.
rules on bedtime,
age.
 Putting a “word of the week” on your refrigerator or andon’t give them up
other visible spot. Open the dictionary and pick a new vocabu-  Plan rest
altogether.
Take a Frislary word. Write down the word and its meaning. See how often stops.
bee® or a ball to toss a
you can correctly use it in a sentence for the rest of the week.
little physical activity
Click here for more
Then choose a new word.
will rejuvenate the soul
articles
available to
 Building something, such as a dog house or bookshelf,
and prevent arguments
Alvin
ISD
parents from
with your children. Put them in charge of finding instructions,
for a while.
the Parent Institute
Plan car activifiguring out cost, and doing measurements for your project.
ties.
You
might
take
 Asking your children to plan special family events. Let
along an audio book.
them do the research to find a good spot for your family vacaCar games are also a
tion. Have them plan a special dinner. Then purchase the food good way to help pass
and prepare the meal together.
the time.
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Ask Questions
Before Your Teen
Accepts a Summer Job
A summer job is a great way for a teen to earn some
money, learn job skills and develop responsibility. Before your teen accepts a summer job, make sure you
have the answers to these questions:
 How will your teen get to and from work? It’s
easy for teens to say, “It won’t be hard to get a ride,
Maggie is working there, too.” But what about the week
that Maggie’s on vacation? What about when they work
different schedules?
 Will your teen have a regular schedule, or can he/
she be asked to come to work at odd hours?
 Will your teen ever be the only one at work? Will
your teen get off work late at night? Pay attention to
safety issues.
 Can your teen still take part in other activities
while working? He may want to take a week off to attend hockey camp. She may need to work their schedule
around the summer volleyball team’s practice.
Does your teen know anyone who has worked for this
employer in the past? One girl worked for several
weeks without a paycheck. When she talked to a friend,
she learned that the employer had a history of not paying
teens.

You can start now to help your teen make a smooth
transition from high school to college.
Encourage your teen to:



Read. A book about the first year of college will
help him/her know what to expect.



Write down goals. What does your teen hope to
accomplish next year? What strengths can he use to get
there? How can he prevent any roadblocks?



Keep up with classwork. Even though your teen
has been accepted to a college or university, some colleges will drop students if their senior grades drop.



Consider taking a study skills course over the
summer. Your teen will learn how to manage the heavy
academic load most freshmen carry.



Attend orientation. Once accepted, your teen may
receive an invitation to an on-campus orientation. You
and your teen should make plans to attend together.
You’ll find out about classes, financial aid, and campus
life.

Click here for more articles available to Alvin ISD parents from the Parent Institute
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Misty Kettler
Alvin ISD 2015 Elementary Teacher of the Year
This exceptional Alvin ISD teacher
has a teaching style that is intertwined
with humor and personal connections. She shakes every child’s hand
every day and looks at them in their
eyes, hoping to convey her care for
them.
“I wish for each student to WANT to
perform well in class because disappointing themselves is not an option,”
said Kettler.

Misty Kettler teachers 5th grade science at Passmore Elementary. She believes that an educator must be inspiring,
entertaining, motivating, engaging, and should build an
environment of safety in the classroom. She aspires to be
all of these things each and every day. Kettler is a teacher that plans lessons that use different modalities to help
motivate and inspire students to learn. In her class, there
are few behavioral issues because she spends a great deal
of her time planning rich lessons with learning goals
taught in a fun way. If you enter her classroom, you will
see music, dance, comedy, and whole brain teaching
strategies and as a result, increased student engagement.
Kettler shared that for her, there is nothing more rewarding than to have students learn with ease and interest..
She loves when a student says, "I used to be bad at
science, but you make it easy Mrs, Kettler!"

The whole Kettler family is part of
Alvin ISD. Misty’s husband, Craig
Kettler, teaches Agriculture Science
at Alvin High School, and has been
with AIvin ISD for 10 years. Her son,
Cody, 13, will be an 8th grader at
Harby Junior High, while daughter,
Gracey, 10, will be a 5th grader at
Passmore in the fall, and looks forward to having her mom as her science teacher.

This Alvin ISD family love of science and
agriculture is clear as they have show animals for the Brazoria County Fair, including four pigs, one heifer, and 40 baby
turkeys, so they will be hanging around
Alvin most of the summer in order to care
for the animals. Their main goal is to relax, workout, get fit, and spend some time
in the sun!
“This summer I will be breaking down my
science standards, creating exciting hands
on lab experiences, and planning ways to
integrate Google classroom and technology into my science lessons”, said Kettler
when asked about her professional development plans for the summer.
Alvin ISD is proud to have Misty Kettler
representing the district elementary teachers as a regional finalist at the Region IV
Dinner and Awards Ceremony on August
5, 2015. Good Luck Mrs. Kettler!
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How does it work?

Acceptable Clothing
Guidelines

There are 2 ways to participate
Swap – Bring in your gently used school clothing on Thursday, July 16. You will receive a
voucher for the total number of items that you
bring . Then on July 23, come and “swap” the
vouchers for new-to-you items. It’s a great way
to save money and get refreshed or larger sizes
for your Alvin ISD student



We accept Alvin ISD standardized dress
code clothing. Refer to www.alvinisd.net/
dresscode for dress code guidelines



We also accept lunch kits, backpacks, and
new or gently-worn shoes.



All clothes should be free of stains
(including ink, marker, or pencil marks),
and should be washed and neatly folded
with no missing buttons, tears or any other
flaws to the fabric.



We will not accept hats or undergarments.

Donate – Donate your gently used items! We
are always in need of donated items to provide
to kids in need right here in our district.
For more information contact
Ana Pasarella at apasarella@alvinisd.net or (281) 245-2658
Vicki Maliszewski at vmaliszewski@alvinisd.net or (281)245-2490
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THELMA LEY ANDERSON
FAMILY YMCA

December 13, 10am-12pm
$5 professional photos with Santa
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