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Learn the technology you need to help your child at home
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Alvin ISD Board of Trustees

The 2015-16 school year is off to a great start, and in Alvin
ISD we are committed to meeting the needs of all students.
As we work to cultivate a culture of excellence and high expectations, we know that we cannot do this alone. We welcome our parents and community members to walk with us
on this journey of developing outstanding civic minded
leaders, who will have a significant impact on our community today, and in the future.
Please take a moment to read through this edition of the Alvin Family Connection, designed with our parents in mind. Use this publication as a tool to gather
information on opportunities to get involved, as well as gain clarity in regards
to how parents can positively impact the education of students. There are so
many ways to get involved, such as collaborating with teachers, joining parent
groups at the campuses, talking with your children about their day, or even
simply taking the time to read with them. Your involvement and support is
essential to their success.
Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or concerns. You may also
provide feedback by utilizing the Let’s Talk feature on our website at
www.alvinisd.net/letstalk.

Cheryl Harris

Nicole Tonini

President

Vice President

Regan Metoyer

Tiffany Wennerstrom

Secretary

Trustee

Earl Humbird

Vivian Scheibel

Trustee

Trustee

Thank you for placing your trust in Alvin ISD, and partnering with us as we
continue to serve every student, every day.
Dr. Buck Gilcrease
Superintendent
Julie Pickren
Trustee

Alvin Family Connection is distributed electronically through the District’s eNews and
posted on the Alvin ISD web site four times a
year for our parents and community members. Printed copies may be picked up at the
individual schools.

Ana Pasarella

Family Engagement Coordinator
(281) 245-2658

VOLUME 2

ALVIN FAMILY CONNECTION

Stevenson Primary opens first
“Little Free Library”

The Alvin ISD Education Foundation awarded a grant to Stevenson
Primary, that funded the construction of five “Little Libraries” to be
placed in local neighborhoods. The libraries were constructed in
January, 2015 by volunteers and recently painted with handprints of
children from Stevenson Primary. The first library was installed in
Ashley Oaks mobile home community on October 10, near the home
of a Stevenson parent, Maria Jimenez, who agreed to serve as the
caretaker of the library in her neighborhood.
“I agreed to volunteer to take care of the library, because many parents
like me can’t go to the public library to check out books for their children. Having the “Little Library” right here in our neighborhood will
help us get books and establish a reading routine for our children,”
said Jimenez.
The “Little Library” is a project started by Stevenson librarian, Debbie Nance in her
efforts to put books in the
hands of the students, and expose them to literacy. She
commented that her hope is to
give children more access to
books through libraries in their
own communities. The next
“Little Library” is set to open
in a community in Liverpool,
where many of the children
that live there attend Stevenson and Walt Disney.
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Five Ways To Get Kids Excited
About Reading
Parents have the power to turn kids on to reading. These things
make reading a pleasure, not a chore:



Set aside a family reading time - 30 minutes or an hour
every day in a space that everyone shares.



Help your children find books with characters whose age,
feelings, interests and experiences are similar to his/her
own.



Introduce your children to stories about out-of-theordinary experiences - like mysteries, science fiction and
ghost stories.



Take turns reading aloud. Even older kids like to show
parents their reading skills, and hear parents read from
books that might not be able to read on their own.



Make reading fun. A playful, affectionate attitude toward
reading time works a lot better in the long run than forcing
kids to read "because it's good for you."

Don Jeter Elementary opens
Parent Resource Center
Story and picture by Tammy Reed - Don Jeter’s Communications Liaison

Don Jeter Elementary recently opened a Parent Resource
Center, in an effort to offer parents reading and video
material both in English and Spanish to help with student
development. Parents have the opportunity to check out
DVDs and books, or take home brochures and pamphlets
that have information about working with their children at
home. DVDs and books are numbered so that parents
can take them to the front office to be checked out.
Parents are allowed to keep the items for about a week,
and then return them so that other parents can share the
benefits of the service. Parents are also welcomed to sit
right around the corner from the resource center and read
books or pamphlets while visiting the school.
“Additional material will be added all year long to the
Parent Resource
Center depending on the needs
of our parents,”
said the school
Title I Teacher
Representative
and Campus
Communication
Liaison Tamara
Reed.
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The WATCH D.O.G.S. program invites fathers, grandfathers, uncles,
or other father figures to volunteer at least one full day at their child’s
school during the school year. Fathers and father figures sign up to
volunteer through a ‘Launch Event’ such as a “Pizza Night” or by
calling their child’s school anytime throughout the school year. The
program is overseen by a “Top Dog” volunteer who partners with the
school administrators to coordinate scheduling, and identify opportunities for Watch D.O.G.S. to provide assistance at the school. Watch
D.O.G.S. dads and volunteers perform a variety of tasks during their
volunteer day, including monitoring the school entrance, assisting with
unloading and loading of buses and cars, monitoring the lunch room,
and assisting in the classroom.
The Watch D.O.G.S program is currently being implemented at the
following Alvin ISD schools:
Elementary and Primary Schools: Stevenson Pr imar y, Alvin Elementary, Longfellow Elementary, EC Mason Elementary, Passmore
Elementary, Savannah Lakes Elementary, Duke Elementary, Wilder
Elementary, York Elementary, and Duke Elementary.

Stevenson’s Watch D.O.G.S. Andres Mondragon
with daughter Andrea Mondragon

Secondary Schools: Har by J unior High, Rodeo Palms J unior High,
and Nolan Ryan Junior High.

What are some of the gains for children of engaged fathers?
Positive father involvement allows for better educational, social, and emotional outcomes for children, including:
• Higher tests results
• Better school attendance and behavior
• Higher quality of later relationships
• Better mental health

CALL YOUR SCHOOL TODAY TO SIGN UP TO BE A
Dad of a Great Student ( Watch D.O.G.S)
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Elementary Students Across the District Successfully
Performed the 2015-16 District Musical “The Jungle Book”
This fall, students from elementary schools across the district put their spin on
the well-known Walt Disney classic, “The Jungle Book,” during the district-wide
performances of the musical.
The Jungle Book musical brought together 61 auditioned students from various
Alvin ISD elementary campuses.
In 2011, Passmore Elementary music teacher and current east side musical lead
director, Lauren Summa, wrote a grant to start a district musical that would serve
students who needed an additional creative outlet for their musical and theatrical
talents. The Alvin ISD Education Foundation awarded a $1,000 grant to start a
pilot district musical program with three elementary campuses. In 2012, the
program was awarded a $1,000 continuation grant, and expanded to include all
elementary schools in the Alvin High School feeder pattern. In 2013, the Alvin
ISD Fine Arts Department took over funding and provided a budget of $3,000
per year for two musicals, one for each high school feeder pattern, which is the
model that continues today.
“Seeing the program grow and spread to other schools in Alvin ISD has been a
phenomenal experience. Under the direction of elementary music teachers, these
young actors bring musical theater performances to other students and families
across the district that might not get the chance to see theatrical presentations
otherwise,” said Summa.
This year music directors for the east side schools were Jane Rabalais of Longfellow, Elementary Brittani Nearing of Mark Twain Elementary, and Mary Foster of
Alvin Elementary. For the west side, the music directors were Colleen Landgrebe of Mary Marek Elementary, Cassie Castro of E.C. Mason Elementary, Consuelo
Stokes of Don Jeter Elementary, Katie Haynes of Laura I. Wilder Elementary, Meredith Mooney of Red Duke Elementary, and Steven Carter of Glenn York Elementary.
“Being the lead director of the musical for the west side schools was definitely challenging, and a lot of work. I could not have done it without my team. Opportunities
like this one are the only times we are able to produce shows together. The team was like a quilt, different fabrics separately, but together we made something beautiful. The students had the opportunity to see their music teachers in a different setting. As we know, personal experiences grow people educationally,” commented
Savannah Lakes Elementary music teacher, and current lead director for the west side musical, Heather Arboleda.
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EC Mason Elementary
President: Tracy Ehlinger
Email: tkehlinger@yahoo.com
Dr. James “Red” Duke Elementary:
President: Becky Singleton
Email: DukePTO@gmail.com
Glenn York Elementary
President: Robin Visbal
Email: yorkelementarypto@gmail.com
Website: www.yorkelementarypto.com
Laura I. Wilder Elementary
President: Thor Mynderse
Email: l.i.wilderpto@gmail.com
Website: http://www.wilderpto.org

Manvel Junior High:
President: Lori Middleton
Email: mjhpto@yahoo.com.
Mark Twain Elementary
President: Melissa Igo
Email: MTEPTOPresident@gmail.com
Mary Marek Elementary
President: Kim Mickle
Email: marymarekpto14@gmail.com
Website: marymarekpto.org

I
Pictured: The 2015-16 Alvin ISD schools PTO presidents.
Top row from left to right: Melody Usher (NRJH ), Charity DeWitt SLE), Angie Henley (Passmore), Tara
Denis (Walt Disney), Becky Singleton (Red Duke) , Melissa Igo ( Mark Twain).
Bottom row left t to right: Leslie Sykes ( VP-SLE) , Kim Mickle (Wilder ), and Thor Mynderse (Marek).

Alvin ISD appreciates everything our PTO do to support our schools and
the district. Their volunteer work is reflected in the academic achievement of every Alvin ISD student.
We encourage our parents to get involved with the PTO at their children’s school. There are plenty of opportunities for parents to volunteer, even when they don’t have time to be at the school.
To join your school’s PTO today, contact the PTO president through
email or go to the PTO website or Facebook page.

Nolan Ryan Junior High
President: Melody Unruh
Email: nrjhpto.president@gmail.com

Passmore Elementary
President: Angie Henley
Email: passmorepals@yahoo.com
Savannah Lakes Elementary
President: Charity DeWitt
Email: savannahlakespto@yahoo.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
savannahlakespto
Walt Disney Elementary
President: Tara Dennis
Email: WDEBoosterclub@yahoo.com
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What is an Action Team for Partnerships?
Action Team for Partnerships (ATP) is an organized group
made up of parents, teachers, administrators and community
members. This team meets monthly to develop a One-Year
Action Plan for School & Family Partnerships, ensures the
activities in the plan occur, and evaluates the activities that
take place. They also help to publicize events that involve
families, as well as gather ideas for new activities.

How do I become a member of my school’s
ATP?
To be a part of your school ATP, please contact your
school’s ATP Chair

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS WITH ACTION TEAMS FOR
PARTNERSHIPS
Hood Case Elementary

Alvin Junior High

Anna Villanueva - avillanueva@alvinisd.net

Mark Erwin—merwin@alvinisd.net

Stevenson Primary

Fairview Junior High

Tabitha Maierson—tmaierson@alvinisd.net

Jia LeBlanc—jleblanc@alvinisd.net

Longfellow Elementary

Torie Stewart—tperry@alvinisd.net
Alvin Elementary
Terri Jones—trjones@alvinisd.net
Alvin Primary
Erin

SECONDARY SCHOOLS WITH ACTION TEAMS FOR
PARTNERSHIPS

THELMA LEY ANDERSON
FAMILY YMCA
Nance—enance@alvinisd.net

This model for engagement comes from
the National Network of Partnership
Schools from Johns Hopkins University.
For more information please visit their
website at www.partnershipschools.org

Don Jeter Elementary
Tamara Reed—treed@alvinisdnet
Savannah Lakes Elementary
Yanira Garza—ygarza@alvinisd.net

December 13, 10am-12pm

Supporting Alvin Gifted Education (SAGE) is a group of
parents using their collective experience in raising gifted children which can be united in advocacy or simply for mutual
support. A parent support group will help to ensure that
your children's unique needs are being met in their homes,
classrooms, and communities.

$5 professional photos with Santa

For more information about SAGE, please contact Jamie Headley at sageofficers@gmail.com
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Dr. James “Red’ Duke Elementary partners with local
church to offer “Food from the Heart”
“Food from the Heart” was
developed by Shepherd of the
Heart’s mission team as a way
to directly and immediately
assist children in need in the
Pearland area. The sack lunch
assistance program provides
nutritious meals for at-risk
students during weekends and
extended school holidays. The
program focuses on children
currently qualify for free or
reduced lunches at Duke Elementary, and are at risk for
going hungry when school is
not in session. Through cooperation with the school, the
program in its first week was
immediately able to reach 18
children in need and with little
overhead.
Duke Counselor. Crystal Bryant, and PTO President , Becky Singleton getting the bags ready for the students
“Often times, volunteers do
not get to experience a personal connection to the work that they do, but members of this community are getting to serve those closest to them. It’s a win-win for
everyone involved,” said Duke Elementary counselor, Crystal Bryant.

“The members at Shepherd of the Heart Church are a compassionate and diverse group of individuals who were seeking a
child-centered ministry, with a direct impact right here in our
community,” said Frances Caballero, Missions Team Leader
for the church. “When we researched other sack lunch programs across the country and we discovered all the positive
impact they had on entire communities, and knew that this was
what we were looking for.”
“We are excited about partnering with the faculty and staff at
Duke Elementary, and have enjoyed working together for
these children,” said Christi Conway, senior pastor of Shepherd of the Heart, at United Methodist Church. “We are also
looking forward to many opportunities for the school, parents,
and even the greater community to get involved.”
Sample of the food sent home every weekend
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Harby Junior High students “Learn and Grow Together”
through the new school garden
Pictures by Shelley Breedlove, Harby Junior High Communications Liaison
On September 25, the students and faculty of Harby Junior High met at the school backyard for the
groundbreaking ceremony of the Harby Garden.
District administrators, parents, and community
leaders joined the students and faculty to kick off
the school-wide garden that will provide an opportunity for students to learn about gardening , and
many other life and academic skills.
The Harby Garden is an example of the wonderful
things that Alvin ISD schools can do with the support of the Alvin ISD Education Foundation. The
garden became a reality thanks to an Innovative
Teaching Grant awarded to Harby Junior High by
the Foundation. Every student in the school will
have access to the Harby Garden and the opportunity to participate in gardening activities that
will be tied to academic skills, such as keeping
data about different plants, measuring plants, and
even writing reports related to the nutritional values of the plants grown in the garden.
“This is exactly what our vision is when we award
grants like this one. The Innovative Teaching
Grants offer Alvin ISD students the opportunity to break out of the shell and do something productive at their schools. This garden
will be fantastic,” said Fernando Valdés, member of the Board of Directors of the Alvin ISD Foundation.
Harby Junior High, 6th grade students donating the first plants for the garden

Harby special education teacher, Michael Biasini, was in charge of the groundbreaking ceremony, and during his speech, he
thanked the Alvin ISD Special Education Department for their support, which allowed his class to go on a community based instructional trip to Home Depot to pick up supplies for this campus-wide project.
“Allowing some of these students in the
Special Education program to go on this
instructional trip supports the District’s vision to commit to excellence for each student and every program,” stated Biasini
during his speech.

Students shared how excited they were to
see the start of this garden, and to be a part
of the project.
“It is the perfect garden. It is the best one
that I have ever built,” exclaimed 7th grader,
Francisco Cruz, while Steven Martin II, who
is an 8th grader in Mr. Biasini’s class said
that it was so good to be able to work with
other classes in this project.

8th grader Jaycie Wilkerson getting the garden started
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Pictured from left to right: Sheri Howard of Wilder Elementary, Melissa Bonner of Duke Elementary, Stacey Bitner
of York Elementary, and Anita Phipps
of Marek Elementary, who collaborated
to offer the first Parent Academy for
Technology.

At the end of the event, a survey was conducted to see really what parents might like
to learn about at the next Parent Academy.
“I’m excited to see what the parents want to
learn about,” said Wilder Librarian, Sheri
Howard.

Librarians from Marek, Wilder, Duke and York Elementary came
together for the very first Parent Academy for Technology. Their
hope is to help parents learn to navigate the online
resources that these campuses and the District have
to offer.
Parents, all sitting at their own laptop, were able to
see what they can take home and utilize immediately
to help their child flourish inside and outside of the
classroom as well.
“I get lots of the emails, but actually getting to see
how user friendly these resources really are is awesome and very helpful,” said Kendria Poydras, counselor at Marek Elementary and 1st grade parent.
Parents came with questions, and left with answers
and much more as they had a hands-on experience with each of the
campuses’ online resources.
“The online resources are really helpful, we need to know how to
use these tools to help us guide our children through school,” said
Norma Muñoz, a parent of a 3rd grade student from Wilder
Elementary.

Each of the librarians expressed their excitement after the event, and all feel each event
will only get better.
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