
Fences 
By August Wilson (1985) 

Characters: 
 

CORY --Cory maxson is an aspiring football player hoping to win a collage 
scholar ship. A typical teenager, he is ambitious and optimistic but not always 
sensible or reliable.  
 

TROY-- Born to a sharecropper who was an angry failure of a man,Troy 
Maxson tries hard to be a responsible family man and a good father to Cory. 
He is large, has big hands, and is fifty three years old. 
  

SITUATION: Written by an African American playwright, this play is set in 
1957 and concerns the Maxsons, who live in an ancient two story brick house 
set off a small alley in a big city neighborhood. Cory is helping his dad make a 
fence for their yard but getting sidetracked is a habit of his, as he tries to 
convince troy that they should buy a television set. 
 

(CORY TAKES THE SAW AND BEGINS CUTTING THE BOARDS.TROY CONTINUES 
WORKING.THERE IS A LONG PAUSE.) 
 

CORY  HEY, Pop…why don’t you buy a TV? 
 

TROY  What I want  with a TV? What I want one of them for? 
 

CORY  Everyone got one. Earl, Barbra…Jesse! 
 

TROY  I ain’t asked you who had one. I say what with one. 
 

CORY  So you can watch it. They got lots of things on TV. Baseball games 
and everything. We could watch the World series. 

 

TROY  Yeah… and how much this TV cost? 
 

CORY   I don’t know. They got them on sale for around two hundred 
dollars. 

 

TROY  Two hundred dollars, huh? 
 

CORY  That ain’t that much, Pop. 
 

TROY  Naw, it’s just two hundred dollars. See that roof you got over your 
head at night? Let me tell you something about that roof. Its been 
over ten years since that roof was last tarred. See now…the snow 
come this winter and sit up there on that roof like it is…and its 



gonna seep inside. it’s   just gonna be a little bit… aint  gonna  
hardly notice it. Then the next thing you know, it’s gonna be 
leaking all over the house. Then the wood rot from all what water 
and you gonna need a whole new roof. Now, how much you think 
it cost to get that roof tarred? 

 

CORY  I don’t know. 
 

TROY  Two hundred and sixty four dollars… cash money .While you 
thinking about a TV, I got to be thinking about the roof…and 
whatever else go wrong around here. Now if you had two 
hundred dollars, what would you do…fix the roofs or buy a TV? 

 

CORY  I’d buy a TV. Then when the roof started to leak…when it needed 
fixing…I’d fix it. 

 

TROY  Where you gonna get the money from? You done spent it for a 
TV. You gonna sit up and watch the water run all over your brand 
new TV. 

 

CORY  Aw, Pops. You got money, I know you do. 
 

TROY  Where I got it at, huh? 
 

CORY  You got it in the bank. 
 

TROY  You wanna see my bankbook? You want to see that seventy three 
dollars and twenty two cent I got sitting up in there. 

 

CORY   You aint got to pay for it all at one time.You can put a down 
payment on it and carry it on home with you. 

 

TROY  Not me. I aint gonna owe nobody nothing if I can help it. Miss a 
payment and they come and snatch it right out your house. Then 
what you got? Now, soon as I get two hundred dollars clear, then 
I’ll buy a TV. Right now, as soon as I get two hundred and sixy four 
dollars, I’m gonna have this roof tarred. 

 

CORY – Aw. . . . Pop 
 

TROY- You go on and get your 2 hundred dollars and buy one if ya want 
it. I got better things to do with my money. 

 



CORY- I can’t get 2 hundred dollars. I ain’t never seen two hundred 
dollars. 

TROY- I’ll tell you what …… you get a hundred and I’ll put the other 
hundred with it. 

 

CORY-  Alright, I’m going to show you. 
 

TROY-       You gonna show me how you can cut them boards right now. 
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