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Alvin ISD Education Foundation
Making a Difference

The Alvin ISD Education Foundation is a 501(c)(3) (charitable) organization established to create 
support for the academic programs of Alvin ISD.  The Foundation provides funds beyond the normal 
operating budget for educational programs and activities for students and staff.  These funds are not 
available through tax revenues.  Foundation funds are used to support student achievement and skill 
development, recognize and encourage staff excellence, and expand community involvement from 
individuals, businesses, and civic organizations.

The annual Turtle Race is the largest fundraising endeavor sponsored by the Foundation.  To date, over 
1 million dollars in Innovative Teaching Grants and Campus Grants have been awarded to Alvin ISD 
teachers and students as a result of the Turtle Race and other Foundation fundraisers. The Foundation 
hosts the annual Celebration of Academic Excellence honoring the top graduates at Alvin High School, 
Manvel High School, Shadow Creek High School and RISE Academy and their most influential teachers 
in their educational career thus far.  In addition, the Foundation awards numerous student, teacher, 
and paraprofessional scholarships.

You Can Make a Difference

Your contribution to the Alvin ISD Education Foundation is gratefully received and carefully 
appropriated to provide opportunities for Alvin ISD students. With each dollar spent for quality 
education, you do MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

Alvin ISD Education Foundation
P.O. Box 2342

Alvin, TX  77512
281-331-2586
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A special thank you for your generous donations and continued support of the  Alvin ISD Education Foundation.
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Alvin Independent School District
Education Foundation

Celebration of Academic Excellence

Saluting the top twenty graduates of Alvin High School, Manvel High School, Shadow Creek High 
School and the top two graduates of RISE Academy from the Class of 2022.

Welcome . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Melba Ervin
 President, Alvin ISD Education Foundation

Greetings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Carol Nelson
 Superintendent, Alvin ISD

Invocation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tanner Marek
 Student, Alvin High School

Recognition of Alvin High School Students. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Karen Taylor
 Principal, Alvin High School

Recognition of Manvel High School Students . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aeniqua Flowers
 Principal, Manvel High School

Recognition of RISE Academy Students . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brandy Johanson
 Principal, RISE Academy

Recognition of Shadow Creek High School Students . . . . . . . . . . Craig Rhodes
 Principal, Shadow Creek High School

Closing Remarks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Melba Ervin

To be one of the top students of the Class of 2022 is a significant milestone which will follow 
you throughout your education and career.  We congratulate you on your perseverance and 
dedication which has made this achievement possible.

The Alvin Independent School District Education Foundation will continue to watch your 
achievements with interest and pride as you progress along life’s path.

- DINNER -
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ALVIN HIGH SCHOOL
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KALI LEWIS
Valedictorian 

University of Kentucky - Chemical Engineering and Music Performance

Kim Durkin
1st - 5th Grade Gifted and Talented - Walt Disney Elementary

The reality of adulthood became a topic at the forefront of my thoughts this year, and with it came a natural tendency to 
reminisce about my childhood. I am fortunate to have only bright and fond memories of my time in elementary school, and a 
significant part of that was my experience in Mrs. Durkin’s GT class. Each Tuesday my friends and I would brim with excitement 
at the prospect of learning new phrases in Latin, writing plays about the Alamo, or discovering more about ourselves and 
our capabilities. These brainy activities were what kept us eager to learn and grow. Our confidence and self-worth increased 
after each class. I don’t know of a single time when I was not overjoyed to be in Mrs. Durkin’s presence. It was life-altering to 
be afforded the level of patience, attention, and unconditional support I received. Truly, I owe Mrs. Durkin so much, including 
my virtues, my tenacity, my belief in my abilities, my lifelong friends. Even now, in those difficult moments when I am stuck 
working towards a goal or completing school work I remember what she taught me. I think anyone who knows her will agree 
that Mrs. Durkin brings light with her where ever she goes, and that light will carry on in each and every student she teaches. 
So, Mrs. Durkin, thank you for my fondest memories, my dearest friends, and for making me the best version of myself.
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RILEY KATE MAGER
Salutatorian 

Texas A&M University - Biomedical Engineering

Lee Willis
9th - 12th Grade Band/Percussion – Alvin High School 

Throughout high school, there have been a select number of teachers that have had such a crucial influence on both 
my education as well as my life. Mr. Willis is not only an unrivaled educator and musician but a top-tier human being. 
By consistently leading and teaching by example, his passion for what he does is practically palpable. He expects 
respect in the same way he gives it,  and he consciously supports his students through the humility and openness 
he provides. He has been a teacher, a father figure, a mentor, and a friend to all. I would not be the musician, student, 
young woman, or leader I am today without his unbridled mentorship, guidance, support, and criticism. I’ve always 
believed that teachers are underpaid for the unrivaled work they do and the amount of influence they have, and I 
often say that many are deserving of six-figure salaries. Mr. Willis is one of them. 
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AMBER MATULA
University of Texas - Sustainability Studies

Jessica Tompkins 
9th - 12th Grade Yearbook - Alvin High School 

Mrs. Tompkins has been there for me for all four years of high school. I came to her class on my first day freshman 
year, scared and nervous. But I soon found that in her yearbook class, I was able to be myself, share my ideas, 
and have a safe space in which to be creative. I was honored when she chose me to be the yearbook editor my 
junior year, and since then, I have had so much fun learning and expressing myself in her class. Mrs. Tompkins 
has always given me the best advice and she is an incredibly dedicated and caring teacher. She puts so much 
effort in to helping students and she has made such a positive impact on my life.
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ABBY ANN GOOLSBY
Norwich University - Criminal Justice

Rebecca Capritto
Symphonic Band 1- Harby Jr. High School               

When you’re younger, it’s easy to be confused by the meaning of leadership. It takes a truly extraordinary 
individual to reach deep into the lives of others and guide them in a positive light. Through her acts of kindness 
and patient considerations, Mrs. Capritto showed me how to best care for the ones I love through light-hearted 
connections and reassuring communication. She leads her students with her passion for music and her happiness 
in their successes, always with a smile on her face. Throughout my variety of leadership experiences, from drum 
major to team captain, I remember how many times she made my day and how she reminded me why I worked 
so hard for what I loved. I hope at the end of each day I am able to do that for someone too. 
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 ALEJANDRA ACOSTA
University of Texas - Art History and Neuroscience

Tiffany Marchand
PreAP Biology and AP Biology - Alvin High School

From the moment I walked into Mrs. Marchand’s classroom, I was more drawn to science than I ever was before. She brought 
my love for science to light, which I am eternally grateful for. The times I had to stay after school, whether it was to help 
me with an assignment or wait for my ride, she was always there and willing to help me in any way possible. She always 
had faith in me when I did not. Overcoming my obstacles from PreAP Biology and AP Biology in Mrs. Marchand’s class was 
possible because I was able to go on this journey with her. Thank you for everything, Mrs. Marchand.
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 SUSAN MICHELLE HENDERSON
Baylor University - Pre-Med

Mary Stimson  
AP Government and Politics - Alvin High School

Every student has strolled past the classroom ornamented in political paraphernalia. The gray gloomy bricks and 
beige painted walls that have stood there for many years are hidden behind the bright colors of the Democratic 
and Republican party banners, posters, pins, knick-knacks and doodads. Similar to these walls, this promotional 
material is meaningless to the untrained eye of many students. Similar to the walls, there is history within. And 
all that is needed for students to find a deeper meaning is to have a teacher who has impeccable taste in shoes 
and is an alumni of the national sarcasm society. Mary Stimson provides the power of education to her students 
by vivifying the complexity of law and politics into simpler terms. She betters the future of her students by fully 
equipping them with the knowledge of their rights and the power of their voice. She has transformed a tedious 
subject into an enjoyable experience. Mrs. Stimson continues to bring joy to my life and the lives of all her other 
students. 
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SILVANA GALICIA
University of Texas at San Antonio - Anthropology and Music

Paul Summa
AP U.S. History and Academic Decathlon I, II, and III - Alvin High School 

I appreciate Mr. Summa for being an amazing teacher these past three years. He believed in us (the Academic 
Decathlon team and his students) until the very end, never giving up hope. I appreciate that he dedicated the 
time to teach (and learn) math when that wasn’t even the subject he specialized in. Mr. Summa inspired me to 
believe in myself and always had high expectations that motivated me to keep working my hardest. Thank you 
for being someone who has continued to support me!
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ANNA WILSON
Texas A&M University - Mechanical Engineering

Lucy Flores
1st Grade Dual Language Program - Passmore Elementary

I chose Mrs. Flores because she inspired my love of learning. She has always been a special part of my life and has 
continued to be there to support me. She has always been at soccer games and important school events. She’s 
like my second mom. I am so grateful to have her as a teacher. I love her and appreciate all she has done for me.
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ALEXIA LOGAN
University of Houston - Business Administration and Management

Tess Stilwell 
Art 2 Fibers, Art 3 Fibers, and National Art Honor Society Sponsor - Alvin High School

Ms. Stilwell has been a steady and guiding presence in my life ever since I met her during my freshman year 
of high school. She has always been kind to me, and because of her I’ve been able to learn many things. I feel 
like she is one of the few teachers that took the time to really get to know me, despite how reserved I am. I’ve 
enjoyed learning about art with her, and I am glad to have had her as my teacher for all these years.



13

ALEXANDER BORGFELD 
Texas A&M University - Computer Engineering 

Charles Ruff
PreAP Computer Science, AP Computer Science Principles, AP Computer Science A, AP Calculus AB, 

AP Calculus BC – Alvin High School

After taking five different classes with Mr. Ruff, I’ve gotten to know him well. I am thankful to him for my 
thorough understanding of calculus and for being able to explain mathematical concepts better than any other 
teacher that I know. I took AP Computer Science A and AP Calculus BC my junior year and scored a 5 on both 
AP exams. I have Mr. Ruff to thank for that. Mr. Ruff also taught amazing lessons virtually during the COVID year 
and continued teaching without letting the quarantine interfere. Mr. Ruff is a really cool guy who has made a 
massive impact on my education over the past three years.
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CHAR BARRON
Alvin Community College - Nursing

Chad McWhirter
AP English III – Alvin High School 

Before I had Mr. McWhirter as my AP English III teacher, I was never really confident in my writing ability. I remember being 
so intimidated sophomore year by AP English because I felt I hadn’t learned anything new about writing since 6th grade. 
From the very first Google Meet I joined for his class he already had such engaging and interesting topics that I became 
so optimistic about my ability to improve as a writer under his guidance. As the year went on and we just kept writing and 
writing I could feel myself becoming a stronger writer. I am thankful for all the times he sat with me and helped me power 
through writing an essay that I didn’t even have the motivation to finish. He was one of the most understanding teachers 
I had during my high school career and definitely the funniest. Mr. McWhirter really shaped my junior year and I will carry 
what he taught me throughout my education. Also, without him I probably would never have discovered my favorite book, 
The Things They Carried, that literally changed the way I read. Thank you for everything you’ve done for me. From helping 
me pass my AP exam, to giving me someone to bother during my off periods, to helping me figure out my college pathway, 
without Mr. McWhirter’s class I would never have had the high school experience that I did.
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MADELEINE GEIMAN
Sam Houston State University - Education and Kinesiology

Lori Schneider  
7th and 8th Grade Athletics – Alvin Jr. High School

For as long as I can remember, my love for sports has driven most of my goals and dreams throughout my life. I 
am lucky to have been coached by Lori Schneider for many of those influential years. She laid the foundation for 
my many athletic and academic years to follow. In fact, I still carry many of her insightful lessons and words of 
wisdom with me today. The phrase “look good, feel good, play good” will be ingrained in my mind forever. Not 
only do I believe Coach Schneider saw me at my best, but she also saw the best in me even at my worst. I truly 
believe everyone needs someone who will hold high expectations and consistently encourage their students to 
meet them. No matter the sport, all it took was a single glance from Coach Schneider on the sidelines to realize 
I needed to step it up. She never doubted my abilities and held a trust in me I had never experienced before.
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KEITH CARLE
Alvin Community College - Wildlife and Fisheries

Randy White 
7th Grade Science and PreAP U.S. History - Harby Junior High 

The further through life and my years of schooling I go, the harder it becomes for me to remember all the good 
and bad memories I have from my earlier years in school. I remember not liking school very much before junior 
high because I struggled with how I acted due to my ADHD. Junior high was the change though, because of the 
amazing teachers at Harby Junior High. Mr. White is one of those amazing teachers. He had a large impact on 
my life and who I have become. When I think back to the years before high school, I remember the life lessons 
and the school lessons I learned in 7th grade Science and 8th grade U.S. History from Mr. White. I have a lot of 
great memories of fun and engaging conversations in his class. Mr. White did more than just teach, he created a 
relationship and made students enjoy coming to his class.
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VICTORIA CAUGHMAN
University of Texas at San Antonio - Art

Steven Buechele
9th - 12th Grade Golf Coach - Alvin High School

Throughout my four years in high school, Coach Buechele has been a wonderful coach and teacher as well as a 
very trusted friend. I look up to him as a father figure because he’s always been there to support me.  He always 
created a fun environment for the golf team while helping me become the best athlete I can be. I appreciate 
all the support Coach Buechele has given me and I am forever grateful that I’ve been able to have him as my 
mentor.  
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KEARSTYN VAIL
San Jacinto College/University of Houston - Engineering

Kelley Smith
AP Seminar - Alvin High School 

English and writing have been the most challenging subjects for me throughout my entire school career, so I 
knew I would struggle going into AP Seminar. However, Mrs. Smith taught me valuable writing and analyzing 
skills that would build the academic foundation I felt I was missing. Most importantly, she taught me how to 
collaborate with my peers and gave me the confidence to share my ideas. Her classroom didn’t feel like a teacher 
and a group of students, but rather a community of people working toward a common goal. She went above 
and beyond to encourage me every step of the way, even after COVID left us all questioning how our academic 
future would look. Her words of encouragement did more than motivate me to finish my work, they carried me 
through the pandemic and she continues to support me when I feel discouraged.
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TANNER MAREK
Texas A&M University Corpus Christi - Mechanical Engineering

Ann-Marie Jernigan 
PreAP Algebra II – Alvin High School

I was lucky enough to have Mrs. Jernigan as my PreAP Algebra 2 teacher my sophomore year. That is the year 
I really fell in love with math, and it was the same year that made me realize I wanted to pursue a career in 
engineering. The biggest reason for this sudden realization was Mrs. Jernigan’s teaching. She made math fun, 
relevant, and engaged me in a way like no other teacher. I spent my entire school day looking forward to her 
class.  My goal is and always has been to get A’s in all of my classes, but in her class my number one goal was to 
get a 100 on every test. Mrs. Jernigan challenged me to be the best student I could possibly be, and for that I 
am very thankful. During my junior and senior years, I would turn to her when I needed help with math, and she 
was always generous enough to let me into her tutorials even though I was no longer her student. I knew from 
the first nine weeks of my sophomore year that if I stayed in the top 20, I would choose Mrs. Jernigan as my most 
influential teacher and luckily, I was able to. 



20

GRICELL GARCIA
University of Texas - Biomedical Engineering

Marcy Bangilan
1st Grade – Hood-Case Elementary 

It was the start of first grade, already not in my element, and I was letting my anxiety get the best of me. I did not know 
how to find my place until I met her: an ambitious, bubbly, caring woman headed my direction. She was unaware of 
it, but she was going to make a difference in my life. Mrs. Bangilan was my 1st grade teacher and soon to be mom in 
the classroom. Growing up has not been easy but having such a strong foundation built at a young age did make a 
big contribution. Because of her I was taken care of when I wouldn’t feel well both mentally and physically. Because 
of her I was able to open up my wings and become a social butterfly. And because of Mrs. Bangilan I had a “buddy fun 
day” partner for life. There are not enough words to describe what she means to me and how much she unknowingly 
has altered my life. She has helped shape the woman I am today and will continue to grow up to be.
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KATELYN REYNOLDS
University of Mary Hardin-Baylor – Health Science/ Pre-Physical Therapy

Guy Faith
PreAP Pre Calculus and National Merit Review – Alvin High School

I had Mr. Faith as one of my teachers for my sophomore year as well as the first semester of my junior year. I 
always appreciated that when he noticed a student looking confused he would take the time to stop and try 
to help before moving on with the lesson. Mr. Faith always encouraged me to do my best even when I wanted 
to settle for good enough. On multiple occasions, he reminded me that I was a better student than I ever gave 
myself credit for. So, thank you Mr. Faith for giving me the push I needed to get where I am today.
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JACOB AMERSON
Texas A&M University - Business Administration 

Tracy Mathis
3rd Grade Language Arts - Walt Disney Elementary

I chose Ms. Tracy Mathis because she was the catalyst to my enjoyment of reading. She pushed me to complete all 
twenty Bluebonnet books in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades. She built a strong reading foundation in all her students. I 
am thankful that Ms. Mathis put up with my shenanigans on a daily basis and I’m fairly certain I got kicked out of 
her class on multiple occasions. I have stayed close to her to this day and when she bought a house just around 
the corner from me, I started mowing her yard (which I still do to this day.)  Ms. Mathis had a huge impact in the 
lives of both me and my little brother, Andrew, and we are extremely thankful for her. We love you, Ms. Mathis!!
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ERIC BLANCO
The University of Texas at San Antonio – Civil Engineering

Chris McGilvray
PreAP Biology, Engineering Design and Problems, Principles of Engineering and Design - 

Alvin High School

When I was asked to name my most influential educator, I immediately thought of Mr. McGilvray. He always puts his 
students first while prioritizing success, not just in his class but for their futures after high school and college. He cares 
about teaching his students life lessons as he goes above and beyond to make a positive impact on his students. Mr. 
McGilvray taught me PreAP Biology freshman year, and engineering classes junior and senior year. It was in these 
classes that I gained an insight into my engineering future. High school has been tough at times, but throughout 
these four years he understood what I and all of his students were going through. He always gives us his full support 
and advice to comfort us. He has made a great impact on all of my high school accomplishments, and I do not know 
what my experience here would be like if I did not have him as an educator.  Mr. McGilvray has been here for me all 
four years, not only as an engineering teacher, but as a mentor and a friend.
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MANVEL HIGH SCHOOL
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AMELIE SATTERWHITE
Valedictorian 

Undecided - Art History

Lisa Staup
AP U.S, History, AP US Government and Politics, and Academic Decathlon I, II, III, IV -  

Manvel High School 

It feels like I was biased towards Mrs. Staup before I came on campus. She’s a family friend that I’ve known since I 
was young, and I have fond memories of playing Angry Birds on a flight to Paris and then her training me to join her 
Academic Decathlon team. Mrs. Staup is a kind and steadfast person, who is stubborn, yet unceasingly kind. She’s 
one of the teachers that I know I can turn to for anything, who will listen to me if I need help assessing a paper or 
if I’m in emotional turmoil. She has always encouraged my learning and taught me to trust in myself and my own 
skills. She supported me in every endeavor, and has worked to strengthen my skills in writing, public speaking, and 
my own self confidence. Mrs. Staup has helped build my sense of self and making me the strong scholar that I am 
today. I genuinely hope that I have made her proud, because she has truly been my favorite teacher throughout 
high school. 
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AJ BROOKS, JR. 
Salutatorian 

University of Texas - Computer & Electrical Engineering 

James Almack
AP Statistics – Manvel High School

From the first day I saw Mr. Almack I knew he was going to be my favorite teacher. He was very open about who 
he was as a person and even revealed he plays League of Legends, which is something I never expected. Over 
the course of this school year, he has consistently proven himself to be a top-notch educator who truly wants his 
students to succeed. He has brought education beyond just the classroom and even taught some valuable life 
lessons, which his students would otherwise have had to figure out on their own. Although I’ve only known him 
for a year, his iconic fanny pack and headband will forever be engrained in my memory. Thank you, Mr. Brooks. 
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HANG NGUYEN
University of Houston - Finance

Dustin DeBerry
AP Seminar and AP English IV - Manvel High School

I heard the legends of the ruthless grader who was Mr. DeBerry, an infamous man for allegedly ruining the lives 
(and academic records) of every student he had. However, he actually turned out to be one of the best teachers I 
ever had. Long ago he mastered the art of translating Shakespearean English to modern day slang, which made 
literature more interactive than anyone in our class could really imagine it to be. Not only this, but he wasn’t hard 
on us because he didn’t like us. He was hard on us, especially through his brutal honesty, because he believed we 
were always capable of doing better. And that attitude is what melded me into the strong, more confident writer I 
am today. So, thanks Mr. DeBerry! I promise that with what you taught me in two years, I will always remember to 
use good grammar. 
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JORDAN PHO
University of Houston - Computer Science

Cheri van Sant
8th - 12th grade Speech and Debate Club – Manvel High School 

As an 8th grader, I remember leaving my 7th period Algebra 1 class early so I could attend the Speech and Debate 
Club at the high school because my middle school didn’t offer it. This is where I first met Mrs. van Sant. Entering 
her classroom, I could tell the environment was completely different compared to the middle school I attended. 
The classroom was filled with chatter, students helping others and Mrs. van Sant being there, overlooking and 
ensuring that all the students were preparing for the next competition. Even though I wasn’t even at the high 
school at that time, she spent her time teaching me Lincoln-Douglas debate simply because she really wanted 
to promote debate and help other students. When I entered high school, Mrs. van Sant offered mentorship, 
provided meditation tips and further helped with Lincoln-Douglas debate. Even now, as a senior, I don’t think I 
could have or would have been prepared without her. Thank you for everything you’ve done for me.
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LARISSA ASPIRAS
University of Texas - Biomedical Engineering

Marie Meng
9th - 12th Grade Cross Country & Track – Manvel High School 

I didn’t plan on participating in any sports during high school, but on my second day of high school as a freshman a friend 
invited me to cross country practice and I’ve shown up to every practice since then. Coach Meng welcomed me to an 
amazing team that I have made memories with all through my four years. I’ve learned to love early morning practices and 
summer workouts. Coach Meng always pushed me to be the best I could be. Even when I was going through difficult times, 
she still believed in me and gave me hope. I will never forget all that you’ve done for me. Thank you, Coach Meng.
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JOEY ALLENDER
Creighton University - Business and Sports Law

Marcos Garcia 
7th Grade Football and Soccer - Manvel Jr. High

10th - 12th Grade Football – Manvel High School 

Coach Garcia has been an inspiration to me since I can remember. It all started in 7th grade when I got selected to the “B” 
team for football. At first, I was absolutely crushed, but when we all got out there for our first practice, he told us that the “B” 
means nothing and that with hard work we could all get where we wanted to go. Coach Garcia quickly became my favorite 
educator. He consistently pushed my teammates and me to be great people on and off the field. He taught us lessons like 
picking up trash in the lunchroom after everyone left because it’s the right thing to do and even to dress up on game days 
and act like professionals. His lessons went deeper than football and still stick with me to this day. When I left Manvel Junior 
High, I thought I would never see Coach Garcia again, I always thought about emailing him and telling him how much he 
impacted my life and the young man I was becoming, but I never did. Life has a weird way of working out though because 
in my junior year he was hired as a football coach at the high school. This time, I wasn’t playing football but helping with 
the filming and Coach Garcia was there to help me again. Throughout the last two years I’ve gotten to know Coach Garcia 
better as a person and I am very blessed that he’s been able to aid me in my progression as a person. I’m going to miss the 
football debates, the laughs and most importantly the lessons. I will cherish the lessons he has taught me up to this point 
and I know I will be a better man for it. So, Coach Garcia, thank you for the memories, for believing in me and seeing the 
potential in me.



31

CYRIL MENCIAS
University of Houston - Mechanical Engineering

Y-vi Tran
AP Physics 1 – Manvel High School 

Despite meeting Ms. Tran via virtual learning during quarantine, she was quick to become one of my most 
influential teachers of all time. Walking her students through one of the darkest alleys of (affectionately known 
as AP Physics 1). she became the light at the end of the tunnel and instilled hope in us. Despite being arguably 
one of the most laid-back teachers, her passion for teaching is what got us out of the mud. Although I don’t have 
any of her classes this year, I see her all the time through my extracurriculars and homeroom, and when I use her 
microwave to heat up my lunch. Albeit she’s fond of cats and I despise them, I’ll let this opposite polarity slide 
because of the magnetic laws of attraction demand it. I’m sure many are glad to have encountered Ms. Tran in 
the school environment and found her as inspiring and relatable as I have. I’m truly honored to have been one 
of her most favorite students. 
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JAAZIEL ELIAS SANDOVAL 
Undecided - Radiography

Lydia Fernandez
Spanish 1A and AP Spanish IV – Harby Jr. high 

When I heard about AP Spanish, I wasn’t interested. I thought it was a class for smart people and for students 
who tried really hard. But somehow, Mrs. Fernandez convinced me to take the test to get in the class. During the 
test I didn’t think I would pass, but to my shock, I made the highest grade in the class. When Mrs. Fernandez told 
me that, I started to think, “Maybe, I can do this.” So, on top of taking AP Spanish, I decided to take everything 
else PreAP, and I promised myself I would never take a class that didn’t challenge me. Throughout my time in 
AP Spanish, Mrs. Fernandez was always there for me, whether to practice my Spanish speaking or to hear me 
vent. To my surprise I made a 5 on the AP exam, but it was no surprise to Mrs. Fernandez. Mrs. Fernandez saw 
something in me no one else saw, not even myself. She gave me the confidence and inspiration to believe in my 
ability and to try even through tough situations. All my accomplishments in high school are in part attributed to 
Mrs. Fernandez. Because of her confidence in me, I was able to deal with other teachers, competing classmates, 
and difficult assignments. I am forever grateful for everything Mrs. Fernandez did for me and she will always 
have a special place in my heart.
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JASMINE CABUSAO
University of Houston  - Nursing

Stephanie Jones
Health Science Theory with Clinical Rotations – Manvel High School 

Mrs. Jones always makes learning fun and interesting in her class through her innovative teaching methods. She always has 
fire music playing in the background that helps me concentrate. She helped me realize my passion for helping people and 
the health care field through teaching our class both clinical knowledge and technical skills that we can utilize in the real 
world. She has also given me the opportunity to explore career interests by providing a variety of rotation sites where I’ve 
had memorable and educational experiences. I will always be thankful for the opportunities she has given me to explore 
my future career choice and the snacks that she bought for our class. 
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ALEENA PRASAD
University of Houston - Computer Science

Kelly Lee
PreAP English 1 – Manvel High School 

Mrs. Lee is one of the most thoughtful and caring teachers I’ve had. She made her classroom space comfortable 
for students and would always approach lessons in ways that were easy to understand. Her passion for teaching 
deepened my love for reading and writing. She left encouraging feedback that helped me improve and try harder. 
I will always be grateful for her kindness and positivity which made my life brighter. 
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CARTER PAHL
University of Texas at San Antonio - Mechanical Engineering

Jacob Smith
Engineering Design and Development and Intro to Engineering Design – Manvel High School 

Mr. Smith is the perfect example of what a teacher stands for. His commitment and sacrifice for his students is 
nothing like I have ever seen. I remember the first inclination of what his students meant to him when he told 
us his story of walking away from his successful job in the Pentagon to help raise and guide the future. Since 
that first week of school, I have seen again and again how he looks out for his students. Mr. Smith is passionate 
about investing in his students and is always interested in all aspects of our lives, our careers, our happiness, our 
successes, and our relationships. As the Technology Student Association teacher sponsor and the engineering 
teacher at our school I have seen him spend countless hours, days, and weekends with his students. From taking 
us to multiple competitions and lending his computer to compete, to helping build our NASA projects, he will 
always be a teacher that I will be grateful to have had.  He has had the most impact on my outlook on life and I 
appreciate him for everything he has done for me. 
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MADISON A. COWARD
Houston Baptist University - Pharmacy

Kara Parada
Kindergarten – Savannah Lakes Elementary 

I chose Mrs. Parada because I remember how fun learning was in kindergarten and she was the one who 
contributed to that. Kindergarten was the beginning of my love for learning that helped push me to where I 
am today. Mrs. Parada also supported me after kindergarten and knows my family and supports them as well. 
Mrs. Parada helped build the foundation that has helped me to become who I am today in life and in academics. 
Without that foundation I could not have pushed myself as hard as I have. Thank you, Mrs. Parada.
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LOUAN DANG
University of Texas - Biology

Ranjani Sheshadri 
AP English III - Manvel High School

I heard a lot of good things about Ms. Sheshadri from my friends that had taken her class before me. I first met 
Ms. Sheshadri my junior year in her AP English III class. I attended her virtual class and as difficult as it was to 
engage while virtual, her class was one of the classes I looked forward to while in quarantine. Although I did 
not take any of her classes during my senior year, I eat lunch in her class everyday where we talk about our 
shared hobby of reading. We recommend books to each other and she answers any of my questions I have 
regarding my future. She was also the  sponsor for a club my friends and I co-founded which is the AAPI club. 
In the club we discuss social issues which has enabled me understand her on a more intellectual level. She is 
someone I strive to be like and I really appreciate her for being a mentor when I needed it the most.
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BENJAMIN MOONEY
Texas A&M University - Business Administration

Bree Clark
Livestock Production - Manvel High School 

Throughout my high school career, I have always been very reserved. It wasn’t until my junior year that 
I grew as a person and became more outgoing. This was the first year I served as FFA President and we 
got an amazing new Ag teacher, Mrs. Clark. Before she came to our school, our chapter was just not as 
efficient as it could be. Mrs. Clark pushed every single student she encountered to do their very best 
and reach their full potential. When she came our chapter grew in the number of students and we did 
activities that no one would have thought of. In the classroom, she always involved every student. She 
believes that every person has something that makes them special, and that they can use that to better 
themselves and their life. There is never a dull moment when you are around her. She has personally 
pushed me to do everything I can to succeed, try new events, and to always keep trying. I have learned 
a lot from her, not just about FFA and agriculture, but about many lessons that will help me in my life. 
Mrs. Clark is an amazing teacher, person, and friend, and I am honored to call her my most influential 
teacher.
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KASSANDRA SERRANO 
University of Houston - Anthropology

Monica Silvas
9th - 12th Grade Counselor – Manvel High School 

Through my high school career Ms. Silvas has been a constant support for me. Anytime I have a question or 
concern she has made time to talk to me and offer her help. She’s a genuine person who radiates grit and 
determination that is contagious. Throughout the last four years I’ve been so grateful that I’ve been under her 
guidance, I’ve been able to break out of my shell and become the young adult I am today.
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RUSSEL ALI OGBOR 
University of Texas at San Antonio  - Biomedical Engineering

Nathan Duke 
Civil Engineering and Architecture and Principles of Engineering  – Manvel High School 

It was an easy choice to choose Coach Duke as my most influential teacher. He had to put up with me for two 
years and that’s a feat in itself. In all seriousness though, my academic career would be different without him. 
During my sophomore year, I was an immature kid trying to seek out fun and humor which must have been 
annoying for him. I was just a goofy kid who took for granted what his class had to offer. He genuinely has 
a heart for his students and is so invested in their lives and seeing them succeed. His engineering program 
truly does help enhance the knowledge and skills of someone who seeks this path. I got a better gauge of this 
during my senior year when I ended up back in his class and it was honestly a pleasure to have him again. He 
remembered my name and I was able to show him how far I had come. I changed from this silly child into a 
somewhat promising adult. Sorry for laughing every day in the corner or comparing you to Mr. Clean. You have 
touched this Russo and I’m forever grateful to be taught and nurtured by you.
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MARIO M. MEDELES III
University of North Dakota  - Computer Science

Kristin Glines
PreAp Biology  – Manvel High School

Throughout my high school career, Mrs. Glines has shown me so much and has truly helped me grow as a 
person. She probably doesn’t even realize it. Ever since my freshman year I have never seen a teacher with 
an incomparable commitment and dedication to their students who shows so much love and care. She has 
shown me the true definition of perseverance and what it means to work to better myself every day. No words 
can describe the amount of effort she puts forth for her students and for her own family. I admire the work 
she continues to do day after day. She inspires her students to do better every day no matter how difficult the 
challenges are or how many people try to make things hard. I love her morals and her style of teaching, and I 
consider her a mother at school. Just stepping into her classroom releases all my worries and takes me back to 
a happier place and makes me so calm. I’m proud to say that I would consider her part of my “family” and love 
and appreciate the times we had!
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JOSEPH ONWUKWE
University of Houston - Computer Science

Nathan Pair
10th - 12th Grade Wind Ensemble – Manvel High School

Being a member of the Manvel High School band has had an extremely positive impact on my high school 
experience. Throughout the four years that I have spent there, I have met some of the kindest and funniest 
people that I am happy to call my friends. Mr. Pair is an incredible teacher who is very passionate about music 
and taught me how to be the trumpet player that I am today. The football games that we played at during the 
season were the highlight of my week, and Mr. Pair was generous enough to provide us with food every time 
(the baked potatoes from Kelley’s were the best). Even though his face turned redder than his ginger-colored 
hair when he yelled at us sometimes for goofing off during marching band rehearsals, we knew that he did it 
because he truly cared about us and wanted us to be the best musicians possible. Thank you for everything you 
have done for me Mr. Pair, and I appreciate having a great teacher like you.
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MARISOL MORALES
Alvin Community College - Nursing

Cheri Buggs
10th Grade Debate – Shadow Creek High School

I am beyond grateful for meeting Mrs. Buggs when I did. I loved being a part of her debate team and regret not joining 
sooner. I will forever laugh at memories of Diana and I doing impromptu speaking, playing truth-or-dare with Irene on our 
way to competitions, and quizzing Justin on U.S. presidents. I appreciate how she saw potential in the younger version of 
me and how much she encouraged me to try new things outside my comfort zone. I will never forget the great impact she 
has made in my life. Truly, I thank you for making me feel heard.
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MONSERRAT RIOS
University of Texas at San Antonio - Mechanical Engineering

Lupita Zavala
4th and 5th Grade Language Arts and Social Studies  - Pomona Elementary

It’s weird, yet astonishing how someone can believe in you without even knowing it. For me it was Mrs. Zavala. A memory 
that has stuck right with me is when she yanked my middle school course application and placed me in advanced classes. 
I begged her not to because I thought I wasn’t ready. She told me “If you don’t start now when are you going to begin your 
success story?” At that moment, she saw something in me that I still struggle to see sometimes. She gave hope to the girl 
that doubted herself. Muchas gracias, no se puede expresar el apoyo que me ha dado.
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RISE ACADEMY
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ELIZABETH BENNETT
Valedictorian

College of the Mainland  - Emergency Medical Services Training

Brandy Johanson
Principal – RISE Academy 

I chose Ms. Johanson as my most influential educator because she has always been there my whole high school 
experience. She is the sunshine on my rainy days. When I lost my dad and my grandpa, she did everything in 
her power to help me through it. Ms. Johanson has been there for me at my worst and she’s been there for me 
at my best. No matter what, she is always there and helps me through anything and everything. She is one of 
my biggest supporters and I wouldn’t be where I am today if it was not for her.
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 DAKOTA RHYNE
Salutatorian

Alvin Community College/Louisiana State University - Library Science

Jennifer Davis
10th - 12th Grade English – RISE Academy 

I chose Ms. Davis as my educator because she has been very supportive of me for all of the years I’ve gone to 
RISE Academy. I first had her class as a sophomore but had ended up leaving school part way through, but when 
I returned, she welcomed me back with open arms and was happy to see me. Now as a senior I have her class 
again and she makes it fun and helps me whenever I need it for essays or if I don’t understand an assignment. 



48

SHADOW CREEK
 HIGH SCHOOL
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ABIGAIL GARCIA 
Valedictorian 

University of Texas - Computer Science

Adam Hopson 
AP Macroeconomics - Shadow Creek High School

To be honest, many students, like myself, find school to be not fun. However, the energy Mr. Hopson brings, 
especially during his sleepy first period class, is unmatched. His cheesy dad jokes never fail to put a smile on 
my face. Mr. Hopson gave me the motivation to continue to work hard. Macroeconomics was an especially 
difficult topic for me, but he would lighten the load and provide guidance and resources. He taught me that 
making mistakes was only natural and he would always allow me to redeem myself and learn. I will always be 
appreciative of his positive and charming character that even got someone as reserved as me to be comfortable. 
Not only that, but Mr. Hopson taught me lessons about life. He educated me on the issues of our society and 
provided insightful perspectives. I will continue to carry his lessons with me and will always look up to him.
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JERRY QI-RUI LIAO
Salutatorian 

Washington University in St. Louis - Undeclared at Arts and Science College

Pamela Blades
AP Seminar – Shadow Creek High School

I have always been skeptical of the standard methods of education because I think learning occurs through many avenues. 
Ms. Blade’s style of teaching the AP Seminar course and AP Capstone program showed me the higher possibilities of high 
school learning. Her consideration for her students as well as her high expectations for us, along with the freedom allowed 
in her class, provided a truly enlightening experience. Ms. Blades was kind and patient. Students could seek her out for 
help and not feel intimidated. She taught students to learn by practice how to write an academic argumentative paper on 
a diversity of topics. She was always enthusiastic and professional while pushing us at a demanding but reasonable pace.  
She reassured us that all our papers were significant and important. Ms. Blades gave me a glimpse into a world of academia 
beyond the standard curriculum. She provided a channel into professional academics and demonstrated a standard of 
teaching with mindfulness and motivation. Thank you, Ms. Blades.
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SAMAH FARHEEN HAIDAR
Rice University  - Biochemistry

Raziyya Khatoon
AP Biology and AP Environmental Science  – Shadow Creek High School

For the last eighteen years, my mom taught me how to love passionately, carry myself with grace, have confidence in my 
abilities, and above all work incredibly hard. Undoubtedly, I am the woman I am today because of her guidance as the 
greatest teacher in my life. Although everyone knows her as Mrs. Khatoon, she didn’t become Mrs. Khatoon to me until this 
past August. Class with her quickly became something I looked forward to every day. And while I did get roasted at least 
a hundred times during the school year, I had the honor of witnessing her passion for teaching high-level science and her 
dedication to improving the life of every student that walks into her room. In her class, AP Biology was never memorization 
based. My mom made it a priority for her students to truly understand the concepts of AP Biology and apply them in their 
daily lives. When I look at the world, I see her lessons and when I look back at the last four years, I am forever grateful that 
she pushed me when I was complacent and believed in me when I felt helpless. Although nothing I say or do will ever repay 
her for everything she has sacrificed and done for me, Ma, I want to say thank you from the bottom of my heart. I love you!

From Nimah Haidar:
In many ways a mother is the greatest teacher you will ever have. My mother has taught me lessons in strength, perseverance, 
hard work, and empathy. I can say without hesitation that my success today is a direct result of the values my parents 
instilled within me at a young age. I love you so much Ma! Thank you for always pushing me to be the best that I can be, 
and believing that I can accomplish anything I put my heart into. Although I’m moving on to a different step of life, I can’t 
wait to continue to learn more from the best mom and teacher I could ever ask for. 
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NIMAH SHIREEN HAIDAR
Rice University - Biochemistry

Ashley Kaji
AP Human Geography – Shadow Creek High School

Mrs. Kaji’s class was the very first class I stepped into freshman year. Like many of her students, I was nervous and worried 
about how I could ever manage an AP class. But, to my surprise, as the year passed, her organized, rigorous, and interactive 
method of teaching allowed for me to develop the qualities I needed to pursue a higher level of education. Not only did she 
prioritize the success and unique goals of each student, but she opened our eyes to crucial topics necessary to understand 
our current world. Although my freshman year was so long ago, the hard work and knowledge I gained in Mrs. Kaji’s class 
will continue to help me gain insight in my college, career and in life. I’d also love to thank Mrs. Kaji for her constant 
dedication to her students. No matter the difficulty of her day, Mrs. Kaji has always greeted me with a welcoming smile. Her 
belief in her students is uplifting, motivating, and life-changing. I can say without a doubt that she has influenced me in 
the best way possible, and that the impact she has made in my life and many others will continue to be present for many 
years to come. Mrs. Kaji is an incredible, passionate, knowledgeable teacher in the classroom, but it is her presence in my 
life outside of the classroom that touched my heart. Mrs. Kaji was at every concert, award ceremony, and event I ever invited 
her to. She sacrificed countless hours with her family to be there for me. Mrs. Kaji, your sacrifices have not gone unnoticed. 
Conversely, your genuine desire to be there for your students has changed my life forever. 
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ANANYA UDAYGIRI
Stanford University - Communications

Dema Deslaurier 
AP European History – Shadow Creek High School

Ms. Deslaurier is not a teacher you can describe in words. You can allude to her intellectual prowess through 
quotes and gain a glimpse to her originality through stories, but you can never truly know what it is to be 
taught by Ms. D. From teaching me European History in 10th grade, to supporting MUN all these years, to letting 
16-year-old me start a history club, she has always been there with her indomitable spirit and fervent passion. 
Although Ms. D might be a little relieved because she doesn’t have to listen to my insane conversations anymore, 
I know I will miss Ms. D more than words.
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OWEN CAI
Vanderbilt University - Economics

Melissa Brubaker 
PreAP English I – Shadow Creek High School

When I was a relatively timid freshman in an alien environment, Mrs. Brubaker welcomed me into her English I 
class. In her class, I learned things that seem intuitive to me now, but I never could have conceived on my own. I 
learned that classrooms weren’t just spaces to interact with new perspectives. Mrs. Brubaker is so compassionate 
and willing to discuss things that it’s really opened the meaning of lifelong learning and human connections to 
me. Her energy makes me sit up a little straighter and feel far more comfortable when in a conversation. I’ll be 
forever grateful for what she has provided me.
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JULIA LUHRSEN
Rice University – Civil & Environmental Engineering

Joshua Mooney
6th Grade Percussion - Nolan Ryan Jr. High

9th - 12th Grade Band – Shadow Creek High School 

My earliest memory of Mr. Mooney was in the 6th grade percussion class when he commented that my stick tape 
(black and white, because everyone else took the fun colors) looked like a piano. And now, the last instrument 
I’ll ever play under his conducting happens to be a piano. Technically, it’s music written for a harp and played on 
a synthesizer, but the symbolism is still there. When I met Mr. Mooney, I had no idea that he would have such a 
huge impact on my life for most of the next seven years. Before high school, “leader” was the absolute last word 
anyone would use to describe me, but Mr. Mooney taught me how to lead and singlehandedly changed my life. 
Almost all of my personal growth can be attributed to the band program, which forced me out of my comfort 
zone in more ways than I can describe. His confident guidance taught me the true definition of dedication and 
always inspired me to do my best. No matter what time of day, whether it was a 4:00 a.m. rehearsal, a football 
game, or the All-State convention, Mr. Mooney was always there for me. Although my time in the band program 
is coming to an end, and I’ve tapped off the fight song for the last time, I will always cherish the memories I’ve 
made, tears and laughter alike.
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AHMED ALCASSAB
King Abdullah University - Computer Science

William Tonthat
PreAP Chemistry - Shadow Creek High School

Mr. Tonthat remains one of the most impactful educators in my life. We only had sophomore chemistry class 
for half a semester (thanks COVID), but with only that half semester, he established himself as a superb teacher. 
Our 6th period chemistry class was chaotic and for a relatively new educator like him, stressful to teach, but 
regardless he was able to consistently teach us in depth. He taught me the once difficult concept of ions through 
the flame test lab, showing the class that copper ions produce a blue flame when the electrons are excited from 
heat. Even after my sophomore year, I am still learning from him, not only in academics, but in life skills like 
adapting to college and getting a job. I am sure that because of him, I will succeed, and I am confident that he 
will continue to influence other students to succeed.
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ADITYA UDAYGIRI
Stanford University - Public Policy

Chad Bishop 
AP Physics and AP Physics C – Shadow Creek High School 

Mr. Bishop is easily one of the most unique teachers I’ve ever had. Having him as a teacher in both Physics 1 and 
Physics C, I’ve been exposed to some of the most complicated scientific principles, but Mr. Bishop always makes 
them fun. I still remember when he first introduced the Bernoulli Principle. It was daunting to master, but in the 
time spent studying the concept, he taught me the techniques I would be able to use not only in class, but in 
the rest of my life. Every day in his class is a new adventure. From analyzing the kinematic principles in Twilight, 
to understanding the rotational principles of the Oregon Trail, his lessons allow me to understand Physics in 
a way beyond concept-based learning. His class is experiential. He truly believes in self-guided learning, but 
always provides the tools to help students succeed. Even outside the classroom, I remember the countless days 
he would stay after school, well beyond the time the dismissal bell rang, working with me to perfect my craft. 
I’ll always cherish my time with Mr. Bishop, and I will never be able to express how appreciative I am of the role 
he has played in my life.
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JAYADITYASINH VAGHELA
University of Texas - Civil Engineering

Caleb Duff 
AP Computer Science A – Shadow Creek High School 

I chose Mr. Duff as my most influential educator because he has helped shape the person I am today. When I 
first chose to take AP Computer Science A, the goal was to learn as much about computer science as I could 
so that I could see if I wanted to enter the technological world. What resulted was more than I could have ever 
imagined. I was able to learn more about the technological world while also having some of the most dynamic 
and interesting conversations I have ever had with a teacher. I learned so much about the real world because of 
Mr. Duff. He used his wisdom and experience to help guide me so I will be able to stay on a path that will enable 
me be successful and happy. The ability of a teacher to educate and have important, real-world conversations 
with his students is priceless, and this ability is what embodies Mr. Duff, my most influential educator!
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AMMAR SETHI
University of Texas - Neuroscience

Nikhil Kaji 
Calculus AB and Calculus BC – Shadow Creek High School 

Mr. Kaji does more than teach math. He connects with students on a daily basis asking about how their day was, 
what they did on the weekend, and creates connections with them. You can ask anyone who has had him as a 
teacher and they will all say he was one their best teachers. I can definitely say this from my own experience and 
as I go on in my life, I will always remember the mottos that he used to encourage me. As always, “Stay Fresh!”.
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AIDAN MAN-HIN NGO
University of Texas - Computer Science

Frederick Patrick
6th - 8th Grade Band - Nolan Ryan Jr. High

9th - 10th Grade Band - Shadow Creek High School 

Mr. Patrick is the definition of kindness and what it means to be an outstanding teacher. He is a man of patience 
and understanding, especially when teaching me how to play the French horn, Overwhelmed with learning a 
new instrument, I was always calmed by the smile Mr. Patrick would bring to the room. Whether I was confused 
on how to count a measure, or form the proper embouchure needed to play on my mouthpiece, Mr. Patrick was 
there for me. He was never one to leave students in the dark. When it came to competitions and performances, I 
usually had rather huge anxiety; but it would be Mr. Patrick’s uplifting words that soothed my nerves, giving me 
the self-confidence I typically lacked. Beyond the band environment his advice has also translated to any tense 
situation I find myself in. He always said that as long as I put my best self out there, that’s all anyone could ever 
ask for. 
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NIKHIL KRISHNA SURAPANENI 
Georgia Tech - Computer Science

Heather Parker 
AP English III  – Shadow Creek High School 

Teachers aren’t venerated because they inundate their students with the best grades or recommendations; rather, they 
hold such an esteemed reputation because they inspire their students to become something more, to break out of their 
shells, to continuously challenge themselves so their future selves develop into the very role models they heed today. 
Mrs. Parker elevated this philosophy to new heights by masterfully transforming the subject of English into a lens through 
which her students could reflect on the societal problems that haunt our world today. The novels we read and essays we 
wrote in AP English III extended beyond simple rhetorical analysis because Mrs. Parker called on her students to learn from 
the documents of the past and emerge as voices of change. Whether we are scrutinizing George Bush’s post-9/11 speech 
or perusing through a novel revealing the hidden injustices Native Americans experienced during the 1900’s, every day 
made us question ourselves over how we could contribute to ameliorating the mistakes of yesterday to forge a brighter 
tomorrow. Not only did Mrs. Parker empower me to look at literature as more than just a mere educational requirement, 
but she made virtual school 10 times easier by always being open to changing due dates to fit our busy schedules and 
providing constructive feedback on literally every assignment. The skills I’ve learned from Mrs. Parker, including being able 
to properly use big words in essays, will stick with me in college and beyond, and I cannot thank her enough for opening 
my eyes to how words can be used to engender societal progression.
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ELLA MARIE HESTAND
Texas Christian University - Sports Broadcasting

Kristen Vollman
PreAP English II – Shadow Creek High School 

I honestly have no clue where to begin to describe the impact that Mrs. Vollman has had on my life. I had the honor of 
being in her PreAP English II class sophomore year, and from day one she understood my most fundamental characteristic: 
I love to read. Every day we read for ten minutes at the start of class, and she never questioned when I continued past the 
allotted time. We did sporadic book talks that everyone usually dreaded.  Meanwhile, I was always thrilled to finally have 
someone to discuss my books with. Mrs. Vollman has been my support system for three years. Even though our school year 
together was cut short by COVID, I know I am always welcome in her office at any time for reassurance or to celebrate a 
personal triumph with. She has never once doubted my grand dreams of becoming an NFL Sideline Reporter and a best-
selling novelist - only providing unending encouragement and guidance. I know that Mrs. Vollman will be the first person 
flipping to any channel I am live on or the first person in line to buy my first book (behind my parents, of course). One day 
I know I will have a special place reserved at the top of her bookshelf. She made me feel special as a writer, and through 
hours of advice and conversations, she has shaped me into a better person. To Mrs. Vollman, I love you and I am so grateful 
for everything you have done for me. Thanks for believing in me even when I did not believe in myself.
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EMILY TIEU
University of Toronto - Computer Science

Purnima Saride
PreAP Geometry and PreAP Pre-Calculus - Shadow Creek High School

From cluelessly wandering into first-period geometry on my first day of high school to nonchalantly strolling into her class in 
the following years, Ms. Saride never ceased to be an unwavering pillar of support and guidance. Through her natural wit and 
optimistic outlook, Ms. Saride has an aptitude for creating long-lasting connections with her students as we traverse through 
and beyond the course of our high school careers. With her rationality, she helped ease my problems time and time again, 
regardless of how trivial they were. Ms. Saride embodies what it takes to be a role model and I will continue to carry the advice 
she has given me as inspiration. Her nonstop encouragement has fostered my growth throughout these past four years, 
motivating me to continue improving both my academic and life skills to create the best version of myself. As I venture off into 
the next chapter of my life, I feel confident in doing so, knowing that Ms. Saride taught me well. 
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RISHAN NANDI
University of Texas - Biology

Sharisse Robinson
PreAP Algebra II – Shadow Creek High School 

I had Ms. Robinson during 7th period of my first year of high school. Remembering the first day of school, I was 
so nervous and was pushing through seven completely new classes, but I was the most nervous for my Algebra 
2 class. Since I was taking algebra as a freshman, I was worried about the difficulty and the older high school 
kids in my classroom and how I would adjust to such a new setting. However, Ms. Robinson made 7th period my 
favorite class of the day and made math the most enjoyable subject I learned that year. Thank you, Ms. Robinson, 
for allowing me to feel comfortable in your class and for all the great memories I made in your class. I appreciate 
all you have done for me as a teacher and the impact you have had on my high school career.
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ABEL GEORGE THOMAS
Texas A&M University - Computer Science

Robert Lechleiter
AP Seminar, AP Research, AP English IV and UIL – Shadow Creek High School

Mr. Lechleiter was my teacher for the classes I never believed I would take and succeed in (sophomore Abel was 
intimidated by research). Among the numerous qualities that symbolize him, Mr. L is especially warm-hearted 
and hardworking (managed AP Seminar, AP Research, AP English, and UIL - mind-blowing). He would always 
start the year with his three stories explaining the mark on the side of his forehead. No matter how many times 
I heard them, I would always be interested because of the eventual twist (it is not to be revealed from someone 
other than himself ). Not only did he guide me in researching complex world problems in AP Seminar, but he 
also helped me learn to prevail among the challenges (staying focused during online school) that arise along 
the way, especially in AP Research. For AP English IV, which was my third year as his student, he continued to 
persist in making literature interesting even when it was not (which was most of the time). Mr. L was always 
open to answering my questions and offering his support even on days he was not feeling well. His guidance 
serves as one of the reasons I aspire to conduct research in college and beyond as a pathway to embark on 
positive change. 
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RISHI VANGALA
University of Texas - Business

Pat Cheney
4th and 5th Grade Gifted and Talented – Laura Ingalls Wilder Elementary

Mrs. Cheney was my gifted and talented teacher at Wilder Elementary. Although it has been seven years since 
I was her student, Mrs. Cheney’s impact on me has been significant after reconnecting with her in high school. 
As I spent time with her over the past couple of years, I always saw that she never expected perfection from me 
and always allowed me to make mistakes. She always shows kindness and patience whenever she works with 
me. The environment in her class allowed me to step outside of my comfort zone and learn from the mistakes 
I made. Mrs. Cheney also told me that I had to put in the work in order to achieve my goals. That lesson is a 
significant reason behind all of my accomplishments in high school. Without Mrs. Cheney, I would not be the 
person I am today. For that I will always be grateful to her for being the most influential educator in my life.
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RILEY WANG DOU
New York University - Computer Science

Domonique Baxter
Dance Productions JV, Dance Production Varsity 1, Dance Production Varsity 3, Dance Production 

Varsity 4, and Dance 4 Performance Ensemble – Shadow Creek High School

When I transitioned to high school, my first and foremost thought was to excel in my classes—my goal was to 
prepare for college. However, being on the dance team changed that aspiration: I also wanted to expand my 
perspectives, indulging in a once-in-a-lifetime high school experience. As a hardworking and talented director, 
who notably founded the Sapphires Varsity dance team, Ms. Baxter contributed to this desire of mine. Ms. 
Baxter taught me self-reflection as a dancer, motivating me to confidently explore new skills and improve upon 
them, whether they were simple leaps or turns. Under her direction, I learned to be a little more open to others, 
creating valuable memories through new-found friendships. Ms. Baxter saw the potential in me that I did not 
yet realize. Despite countless strenuous days, Ms. Baxter continued to strive for all of us to be successful. Because 
of her efforts, I treasure the hard work ethic I developed. While I have completed my initial aim, my goals have 
not yet been met. Ms. Baxter inspires me to continuously progress towards becoming a better person in college, 
in my career, and where ever life takes me.
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HOORIYA HIJAB AZHAR
University of Houston - Public Health

Yesica Meza
PreAP Spanish II and AP Spanish IV – Shadow Creek High School

Senora Meza was the one person in my academic setting that I genuinely looked up to as a mother figure. The 
genuine care and sensitivity behind her eyes assured me that I was in a safe space where my instructor was 
truly invested in my success. She believed in me when I needed it the most. Most importantly, she introduced 
me to the world of Spanish. Although I had taken Spanish in middle school, I did not develop a true passion for 
the language until taking her class. Senora Meza showed me the beautiful culture and melodious language of 
Spanish. She taught us the importance of venturing outside of your own sphere and exploring the rich lifestyles 
of those in our community. It is because of her that I call myself conversationally fluent in Spanish. Because of 
her, I am choosing to continue my Spanish education by minoring in Spanish in college.
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